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p|il delegations to attend 
HSxt round of bilaterals 


King: Arab summit could be held soon 




Pp I.- Overcame Palestinian 
f“sr. . : p ..“^iaas Friday and decided 
■t-n :;; w -Z ^'&oasly to attend the next 
•,a» r . £>* flie talks in Washington. 
■Lz'z-., o . . r .'otnmanique issued after a 
C P conference said Syrian, 

ftr,*” Jordanian and the 

c?.-r Tinian delegations would be 

“• iinngton Monday to partid- 

3 the eighth round of taljts 

^ , crrjap 1 s e |^^ JL by United Staies 

i; Sctior Syrian, Lebanese, Jorda- 
«Ai r * ai _ /ad Palestinian negotiators 
• 1 • ‘c in Qjg today to partidpate in the 
5. round in Washington,” the 

. . ~ unique said. It was read 

" . ' ‘ he conference by Lebanese 
^ --31 .Minister Fans Bouez. 

r...' ' communique said the con- 

P * : : ' -ii..were “profoundly worried 
, r : • •’ Israeli stance in the talks 

• Palestinians, which does 
- :: i_-. nfimn with the peace pro- 

- -J-so expressed “sorrow over 
Jcof any essential progress 
■■■ . peace talks because of 

: _ s in tr an sigence.” 

. .- communique, nonetheless, 
-- • sd that the Arab partid- 


panls remained com mined to the 
peace process and to U.N. resolu- 
tions calling for Israel's withdraw- 
al from the occupied Arab land. 

Mr. Bouez was flanked by 
Farouk A1 Sharaa of Syria, 
Kamel Abu Jaber of Jordan, 
Mehab Mokbel, assistant to 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, and a Palestinian delega- 
tion led by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Executive 
Committee member Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo. 

The conference was held at A1 
Bustan hotel in the pinewoods of 
the mountain resort town of Beit 
Men east of Beirut. 

The Palestinians had argued 
that the talks should be post- 
poned until after U.S. President- 
elect Bill Clinton is inaugurated. 

“It is a dead period between 
now and the inauguration of the 
U.S. president,” said Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erakat. “No 
progress can be achieved in the 
peace talks before Clinton 
assumes power." 

But the other Arab delegations 
said that a boycott would slow 
down the momentum of the 
peace process' and they prevailed 
upon the Palestinians to take part 


in the next round even though it 
might prove futile, conference 
sources said. 

Four hardline factions of the 
PLO called on the Palestinian 
negotiating team to quit the 
peace process altogether. 

The call came in a statement 
released in Beirut by the Popular 
From for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine, the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, the 
Popular Struggle Front and the 
Palestine Liberation Front. 

Groups from the four factions 
were allowed separately into Al 
Bustan premises during the talks, 
shouting such slogans as “Quit 
the treason talks" and “Israel 
understands only the language of 
the gun." 

Faisal Husseini, the coordina- 
tor of the Palestinian negotiating 
team, and Dr. Erakat came out of 
the conference and engaged in 
heated arguments with the pro- 
testers, who eventually returned 
to Beirut. 

The peace talks opened in 
Madrid Oct. 30, 1991. Arab 
negotiators say the seven rounds 
of bilateral talks held since then 
have made no progress towards 
settling the Middle East conflict. 
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ush orders U.S.- led force 
" Somalia after U.N. approval 


' v - 1INGTON (Agencies) — 
.... . ^nt George Bush Friday 
* _ d .“a substantial American 
/ of; Marines and army sol- 
7rt>$an»Jfe to protect relief 
ended to feed a 
■ ’ ^iepfftni country of starving 

"rzjj-iv*.. ■ 

' r ^.^taople of Somalia, espe- 
need our 
Sifr.yBnsh said in an 
die nation. “We must 
• item. live. We must give 
''•iope. America must act.” 
-- ' 'i.%5 million people were 
.: - -ger of dying. 
r :'~' president, who has only. 
, -'ignore weeks in office, said 
.- . - -a dozen other countries" 
-join the U.N. authorised 
. He did not list any, but 
- i Britain and Italy have 
:: t. announced limited parti- 
n and other countries con- 
-- . tg it include Belgium, 
..-a, Nigeria, Kenya, Zim- 
• : ■ and Egypt. 

Bush, sitting at his desk in 
7 al office, said “Operation 
.;re Hope” was officially 
-. way. although Pentagon 
| * said tiie first U.S. troops 

'--j'Sxpected to land in the 
". African country no ear- 


lier than Monday. 

President-elect Bill Ginton en- 
dorsed such an operation, calling 
it a “historic and welcome step," 
after the United Nations Security 
Council approved it in a unani- 
mous.. vote -Thursday, night (see 
excerpts' of resolution on page 2). 

“I commend President Bush 
for taking the lead in this impor- 
tant humanitarian effort," Mr. 
Clinton said in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, Thursday night. 

Both Democratic and Republi- 
can congressional leaders also de- 
clared strong support Friday for 
Mr. Bush’s move after he briefed 
them at the White House just 
prior to the announcement. 

The president said the troops 
would “create a secure environ- 
ment” in Somalia, then withdraw 
and hand over responsibility to a 
smaller U.N. peacekeeping force. 

“We will not stay one day 
longer than is necessary," Mr. 
Bush said. 

'To the people of Somalia, I 
promise this: we do not plan to 
dictate political outcomes. We 
respect your sovereignty and in- 
dependence,” Mr. Bush said. But 
he also said, “there is no govern- 
ment in Somalia. Law and order 


have broken down. Anarchy pre- 
vails." 

He said the force, which will be 
headed by Marine General 
Joseph Hoar, would consist of 
elements of the 1st Marine Ex- 
peditionary Force of Camp Pend- 
leton, California, and the army’s 
10th Mountain Division, a light 
infan ty outfit based in Camp 
Drum, New York. 

The president warned the war- 
lords of Somalia, who have been 
struggling for power in the poor, 
drought-stricken country, to be- 
ware. 

“The outlaw elements in Soma- 
lia must understand this is serious 
business. We will accomplish our 
mission,” he said. 

Mr. Bush, making what xyill 
likely be his last major decision of 
international importance, did not 
say how many American troops 
would be sent but members of 
Congress who met him before the 
speech said it would be in excess 
Of 25,000. 

Senior defence officials said 
Friday the United States is send- 
ing an aircraft carrier and two 
other warships to Somalia. 

(Continued on page 2) 


omalia — deadly Arab failure 


i JJ.P.V. Vlvefcanand 
■ Ian Times Staff Reporter 

V- . -/DNG THE FIRST to pull 
... : of Somalia as civil war 

. .ince and the related bu- 
...tragedy unfolded the 
*■' ' n of Africa country early 
- pear were most of the Arab 
' •’ • . >matic missions in Moga- 

cl Since then, Arab assist- 
: to the starving millions in 
c Qgsfalia had been dismal at 
despite load Arab ex- 
rrS r; ‘ S f **9“ sympathy for the 
fry and condemnations of 
- strife there, according to 
. ^ workers and political ex- 

u 'be continuing misery of the 
V .afi people represents the total 
i-r •. re of tfe Arab World ra rise to 

" of the historic challenges of 
. , ™fihg help when and where 

■■■ ; < lad,” said Aden Abdi Dnbel, a 
official ai the SotnaE fore- 
. .tnmsujr under the regime of 

* -- ) ,i‘ ,ed- (fidator Mohammad Siad 

>.-• *■{. ’j-TJobei, who now lives in 
..,-hbonring Kenya, ^aid be had 
• - ■' Vmbt tiat Arab donors knew 
f ’ \\.- m t that the Siad Bane reg- 

: ^ '-.used most of the Arab assist- 
it: received for arming itself 
\ • laasning an annihilati on drive 

. ■ :- «Bt potitkal and Tribal oppo- 

• r 'rJ'lijner than addresring the 
" WgJiunian' problems of the 

.•% - - -i ■■ .-SpnKfaow very few of the rich 
'• x 1 ' *. friends of Siad Bane ever 
\ Mted .to look beyond what the 

' J^ wed to tell them,” said Mr. 

■ . ' ^ an practical and tech- 
; ‘ , ?'3®tposes, Siad Bams was 
- ' .®wit^Son»lrawwSiadBar- 
• tppR of them ” 
e.T" ^ °day, U is .Sudan, despite its. 
. -c ‘ .* Btasstve problems of hunger 

, | Swvation, which bas taken the 


Arab lead in extending assistance 
to Somalia through the Khartoum- 
based Islamic African Relief Agen- 
cy (IARA). 

The agency and the Somali Red 
Crescent Society channel whatever 
Sudan can donate and whatever 
other Arab and Muslim countries 
send to Somalia. 

Jordan's Hashemite Charity 
.Organisation recently contacted 
the IARA inquiring about possibi- 
lities of channeling aid from the 
Kingdom to Somalia, an IARA 
official said. 

So Ear Jordan’s relief assistance 
to Somalia has been limited to 
Somalis living in refugee camps in 
Yemen. 

“There may be a Jordanian re- 
lief shipment coining to Somalia 
soon,” said the IARA official. 

Also present in Mogadishu are 
the Ibrahim Al Ibrahim Founda- 
tion and the World Muslim League 
— both based in Saudi Arabia and 
. believed to handle Saadi and Isla- 
mic contributions to Somalia. Both 
work independently of the United 
Nations and other international 
relief agencies present in the coun- 
try. ■ 

Officially the Ibrahim Al Ibra-. 
him Foundation is said to be 
funded by a Saudi millionaire and 
p hilan thropist, but many experts 
believe that it also represents the 
Saudi ruling family. 

It is, however, well known that 
the Jeddab-based World Muslim 
League k financed by the House of 
Sand and to a limited extent the 
Libyan government. 

Both the league and the founda- 
tion, in cooperation with the 
Somali Red Crescent Society, run 
camps for the displaced in southern 
Mogadishu under arrangements 
with Mohammad Farrab Aideed, 
the warlord who controls most of 
the shattered southern part of the 
Indian Ocean capital. 


if they have any presence in the 
north, where interim President AJi 
Mahdi Mohammad who beat 
Aideed to self-assumed power af- 
ter the ouster of Siad Barre in 
January last year, bolds the reins,, 
then h is hidden well away from 
the public Aye. 

However, less than 10,000 of the 
estimated two million starving 
Somalis are believed to benefit 
from the combined Arab and Mus- 
lim relief effort, international offi- 
cials say. 

“The Arabs have abandoned 
us,” says Aideed, a former army 
general and diplomat in the Siad 
Bure regime. “They have plenty 
or resources to help Somalia but 
they have chosen not to help us 
despite repeated appeals.” 

Grievances over Arab apathy 
towards their country is perhaps 
one of the points that both Aideed 
and Ali Mahdi could agree on. By 
the same token, both of them 
reject any Arab mediation to re- 
solve their differences. 

“The Arabs have disqualified 
themselves for any mediation in. 
Somalia,” says Aideed. “They 
should have extended a helping 
hand when we needed it most, 
rather th an waiting for the interna- 
tional community to lake the 
kfead.” 

However, that does not mean 
that the warlords, both of whom go 
our of their way to claim they have 
“wide political support” from the 
Arab regimes, reject Arab assi- 
tance. 

“We have sent an appeal to the 
Arab League," said Ali Mahdi iast 
week. “We hope to receive a posi- 
tive response soon." 

The interim president, reputedly 
one of tiie few Somali millionaires, 
however, is emphatic that the Arab 
League could have only a token 


(Continued from page 2) 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has said Moroccan 
King Hassan's drive for Arab 
reconciliation had received posi- 
tive response and that an Arab 
summit could be held soon. 

“I do not have details about the 
Moroccan king's initiative and its 
progress but I believe he is still 
working on this matter," the King 
said in an interview with the 
French news agency lAFP). 

The King said that the oppor- 
tunity could present itself in the 
future for Amman and Riyadh to 
remove “lingering negative ele- 
ments" in their relations. But, he 
added, circumstances have not 
been forthcoming for such de- 
velopment. 

Jordan's relations with Egypt, he 
said, were normal and brotherly. He 
said that he hoped the two countries 
would soon resume the process of 


Water and arms equally 
important as peace in 
Mideast — Sharif Zeid 


VALLETTA (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
said Friday the absence of secur- 
ity and justice in the Middle East 
was not only reflected in the 
acquisition of territory by force or 
war or denying the Palestinian 
people their legitimate political 
and national rights or the acquisi- 
tion by one party of nuclear 
weapons, but also in other vital 
issues such as water, one of the 
most dangerous problems faring 
the region. 

In an address to the second intema- 
tional conference of non- 
governmental organisation (NGOs) 
read out on his behalf by Deputy Issa 
Madanai. Sharif Zeid called for deal- 
ing with these issues in accordance 
with the principles of right mid justice 
as embodied in international laws and 
charters. 

The prime minister said the Middle 
East still lacks security, stability and 
peace because of the injustice done to 
the Palestinian people, who were 
deprived of their land and national 
and political rights. 

“The occupation of Palestine un- 
leashed the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
leading to the eviction of large num- 
bers of Palestinians from their home- 
land.” he pointed out. Israel’s seizure 
of more Arab territories in 1967 


Co-sponsors see progress in 
review of multilateral talks 


LONDON (R) — The United 
States and Russia said Friday a 
two-day session of Middle East 
talks on regional issues ended 
with consensus in some areas and 
a determination by all sides to 
find solutions to problems. 

But U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Edward Djerejian said the 
meeting of the international 
steering committee, set up in 
parallel with Arab-lsraeli peace 
talks, failed to make progress on 
increased Palestinian participa- 
tion or setting up new working 
groups on controversial issues 
such as Jerusalem. 

“This session demonstrated a 
serious and positive tone and a. 
willingness on the part of those 
who attended to work through 
difficult issues in a friendly and 
constructive manner," Mr. 
Djerejian told reporters in a joint 
U.S. -Russian statement. 

“We are certain that with the 
resolve and goodwill shown by all 
the parties over the past two days 
we will be able to achieve the 
peace and security that peoples of 
this region so richly deserve,” he 
added. 

As well as Mr. Djerejian and 
Viktor Posuvaluk, director of the 
Russian Foreign Ministry's Near 
East and Africa Department, the 
steering committee cosnists of 
representatives from Jordan, the 
Palestinians. Israel, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Tunisia, Egypt, Canada, 
Japan and the European Com- 

■ m unity. 

Mr. Djerejian said the steering 
committee reviewed the results of 
the most recent round of meet- 
ings by five working groups set up 
in Moscow last January. They 
cover arms control, refugees, 
economic cooperation, water re- 
sources and the environment. 

He said the working groups 
were engaged in effective discus- 
sions and were addressing issues 
that would bring concrete benefits 
to the region and promote peace. 

But “in some areas concensus 
was achieved. In some areas it 
was not," he said at the briefing 
in the Foreign Office. Britain 
acted as host for the two days of 
talks in Lancaster House, a 
government-owned central Lon- 


don mansion. 

Mr. Djerejian said there was 
no agreement on Palestinian de- 
mands for a higher level of parti- 
cipation. 

He also indicated there was no 
agreement on Palestinian de- 
mands for new working groups to 
be set up on Jerusalem and hu- 
man rights in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

The co-sponsors also said they 
regretted the continued absence 
from the multilateral talks of 
Lebanon and Syria and said they 
would continue to press them to 
participate. Lebanon and Syria 
have called for progress in the 
bilateral peace negotiations be- 
fore they will join the multilateral 
talks. 

But Mr. Djerejian played 
down the negative side. 

“The important point is that all 
parties are determined to make 
the process succeed, to find the 
most effective format to make it 
work and to see its purpose and 
value enhanced.” 

The co-sponsors also 
announced a third round of talks 
by the five working groups would 
take place in different venues 
next February and the steering 
committee would meet in late 
March or early April in Moscow 
to review their progress. 

Mr. Djerejian and Mr. Posuva- 
luk also said all parties hoped a 
new round of peace talks between 
Israel and Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and the Palestinians due to 
open in Washington next week 
would make progress. 
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rebuilding their strong ties. 

In reply to a question about Jor- 
dan's views in the wake of French 
President Francois Mitterrand's re- 
cent visit to the region, the King said 
that France plays a major role in 
Europe and, with its historic ties with 
the Arabs, it could play a role in the 
peace process, “which should not 
remain monopolised by one party or 
more.” 

Jordan welcomes a French or Euro- 
pean role in the peace process and 
hopes to maintain contacts with the 
European governments in general 
and with President Mitterrand in par- 
ticular. “who showed keen interest in 
the developments of the region,” he 
said. 

"The French president's visit 
offered a good chance for us to review 
the situation in the region the peace 
process. Jordanian-French relations 
and matters related to the mass des- 
truction weapons in the region." the 
King said. 


The King said he welcomed Mr. 
Mitterrand's proposal for a step-by- 
step plan to attain peace and the 
creation of a European Middle East 
development fund. 

"Concerning the step-by-step 
approach I welcome the idea, pro- 
vided that all topics discussed at 
various stages and in various pack- 
ages are tied with the idea of a 
comprehensive peace, " he said.” I 
welcome the idea of agreeing on 
topics on which agreement is possible 
ana going step-by-step towards the 
more difficult points." 

But, he said, the step-by-step 
approach is not acceptable if it means 
excluding the idea of a comprehen- 
sive peace or dealing with parts of the 
problem. “But I think the president’s 
proposal was for the first option 
because we agreed on a comprehen- 
sive solution, with the Palestinian 
dimension at the forefront," he said. 

On Jerusalem and the bilateral 
talks in the peace process the King 


said that it was premature to talk 
about a “full agenda” in the coming 
meetings. 

He said that the common agenda 
on which Jordan and Israel have 
reached agreement requires certain 
clarifications. 

“This agenda still awaits approval 
by the governments of both sides 
after making certain amendments. 
The Israel i-Jordanian agreement on 
the agenda was tentative and subject 
to discussion by both governments." 
be said. 

He said he could not predict any- 
thing at ihiststage on the other tracks 
of the peace talks. “But during my 
meeting in Amman with the Arab 
foreign ministers we agreed that we 
have to trust one another and that 
each party should do all in its power 
to protect Arab ri&nts and attain a 
peaceful and just and honourable 
peace acceptable to the future gen- 
erations,” he said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


caused more suffering among the 
nations of the Middle East and Ted to 
more violence and confrontations, he 
noted. 

Jordan seeks to restore the Palesti- 
nians’ rights and to find a just durable 
and comprehensive solution to the 
Palestine question and the Arab- 
lsraeli conflict along the lines of 
international legitimacy as embodied 
in United Nations Senility Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, he said. 

Jordan is also taking part in the 
Middle East peace talks and has 
offered an umbrella to the Palestinian 
people to lake part in the peace 
process, but the way is still long and 
arduous, he said, expressing hope 
that all obstacles and difficulties fac- 
ing the peace talks would be sur- 
mounted. 

Sharif Zeid pledged Jordan's con- 
tinued support for the Palestinian 
people until they regain their land 
and acquire their legitimate rights, 
including the right to self- 
determination on their national soil. 

The prime minister pointed out 
that most of the countries of the 
world strive to remove weapons of 
mass destruction in view of the havoc 
and suffering they cause, and the 
Middle East was one of The regions 
where the need was the greatest for 
the removal of such weapons to en- 
able its nations to live in security and 



Jordan voices hope for 
settlement based on 242 


Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

peace and to achieve comprehensive 
development conducive to food 
security, social welfare and economic 
prosperity. 

Sharif Zeid noted that Israel was 
the only country in the region which 
had nudear arms in addition to other 
destructive unconventional weapons 
such as chemical and biological 
weapons. 

The prime minister called for the 
total destruction of such weapons, 
noting that an arms control commit- 
tee had emanated from the multi- 
lateral talks on the Middle East. 

Participants of the Valletta confer- 
ence will discuss issues such as the 
Middle East conflict, the Palestine 
question, the U.N. role in solving the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, and cooperation 
among the countries of the Middle 
East, Europe and the Mediterranean 
countries. 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jordan's 
U.N. Ambassador Adnan Abu 
Odeb said Friday the essence of 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict which is 
listed on the U.N. agenda as the 
Middle East problem remains un- 
resolved despite the issuance of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 more than 25 years ago. 

In an address to the u!n. 
General Assembly's 47th session 
held to discuss the situation in the 
Middle East, Mr. Abu Odeh ex- 
pressed hope that the Arab-Israel 
peace talks would produce fruit- 
ful results and settle- the conflict 
peacefully on the basis of Security 
Council resolutions, mainly Re- 
solution 242. 

“Two weeks ago marked the 
elapse of 25 years since the Secur- 
ity Council adopted its most 
famous resolution, known by its 
number, 242. And if this fact had 
any indication, it simply means 
that the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
which is listed on the U.N. agen- 
da under the name the Middle 
East conflict... of which the 
Palestinian cause constitutes the 
core cause, remains unsettled.” 
he said. 

“We have always wished that 
this resolution will not mark its 
silver jubilee, and since it had, 
and I regret to say, it means that 


it was not implemented and that 
the Palestinians' land and the 
Golan Heights are still occupied, 
and that the Palestinian people 
are still living under occupation 
and are destined to pay the price 
of the failure to implement the 
resolution by blood, arrests, pain, 
expulsions and being backward 
economically, socially and cultur- 
ally," he added. 

Mr. Abu Odeh stressed that 
the Palestinian people were still 
deprived of practising their basic 
political rights, particularly the 
right to self-determination and 
sovereignty over their national 
land. 

“Why should this people, after 
the elapse of half a century since 
the end of the era of colonialism, 
remain deprived of self- 
determination?^! Mr. Abu .Odeh 
asked, adding that "this, people 
have fought against and resisted 
the Israeli occupation of their 
land on which they have lived for 
many centuries. 

He said part of the Arabs and 
the Palestinian people have faith 
that the U.N. would resolve the 
Palestinian problem through 
peaceful means, and it is impor- 
tant that the^p people should not 

( Continued on page 5) 


Rejection of two party registration 
applications draws mixed reaction 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Outrage and wel- 
come were among the feelings 
that political activists and sup- 
porters of democracy express- 
ed this weekend after the 
Ministry of Interior turned 
down registration applications 
by two political groupings in 
the Kingdom. 

The Jordanian Communist Party 
and the Baath Arab Socialist Party 
were refused official recognition 
on grounds that several of their 
aims and ideas in their respective 
charters were unconstitutional and 
or in contradiction of the 1992 
Political Parties Law. 

The two groups played an under- 
ground but active role in the Jorda- 
nian political scene during the 
more than 30 years when political 
parties were banned in the King- 
dom. 

One of the reasons cited by 
Interior Minister Jawdat SbouJ for 
the rejection of the two groups' 
applications was paragraph A of 
article 6 of the Political Parties 
Law which states that “the name of 
the party must not be similar to 
that of any other party." 

In letters sent to the groups, the 
Ministry of Interior said the 
theories of social ism and commun- 
ism directly contradicted Article 1 1 
of the Constitution. 

Article 11 guarantees that “no 
property of any person may be 
expropriated except for the pur- 
poses of public utility and in con- 
sideration of a just compensation 
as may be prescribed by law.” 

Possibly the most controversial 
of the reasons given by the ministry 
for its refusal was that communism 
is atheism and thus unconstitution- 
al because according to article 2 of 
the Constitution the state religion 
is Islam. 

Liberals, leftists and Islamists 
joined to question the spirit and 
legality of the ministry decision. 
Agreeing that while die final say 
would be that of the Higher Court 
of Justice, all concurred that the 
decision was contrary to democra- 
tic practices. 

“There is no pluralism and no 
democracy if this decision slides," 
said Baathist leader Ahmad Najda- 
wi after being informed of the 


ministry’s decision Thursday. 

Yaccoub Zayyadin, leader of 
Jordan's once underground Com- 
munist Party for the past three 
decades, echoed the complaint. 
“There is nothing unconstitutional 
in our charter and although we are 
not Islamists as such we stress the 
party's adherence to Jordan's Arab 
and Islamic character.” said the 
veteran political activist, who has 
spent eight years in jail because 
being a communist was once illegal 
in Jordan. 

“If it was the name they ob- 
jected to they could have told me 
and we could have compromised; 
this should not be an issue.” Dr. 
Zayyadin said. 

One of the architects of Jordan’s 
democratic development. Minister 
for Prime Ministry Affairs Ibrahim 
Izzedin came out in strong support 
for the two parties during an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times Friday. 

Mr. Izzedin, who was involved 
in the drawing up of die draft law 
on political parties, said; “My per- 
sonal view is that these parties that 
were denied registration Thrusday 
are part and parcel of the democra- 
tic system and I don't believe they 
violate the stipulations or the Con- 
stitukm.” 

“While the judiciary will have 
the final say in these matters the 
banning of any party which does 
not really violate the Constitution 
was not what we had in mind when 
we drew up the law," Mr. Izzedin 
said. 

He said the rejection of the 
application was not a cabinet deri- 
sion. “This is a coalition govern- 
ment and it was the decision of the 
Ministry of Interior. The rest of us 
were not consulted." 

Prominent Islamist writer and 
commentator Ziad Abu Ghanieh 
agreed with Mr. Izzedin and 
blasted the Interior Ministry deci- 
sion saying it was contrary to the 
spirit of political pluralism and 
democracy. 

“While l am personally and 
ideologically opposed to both com- 
munism and socialism I believe a 
pluralistic democratic society must 
allow for such parties to exist and 
judge their viability by the amount 
of public support they receive,” 
Mr. Abu Ghanimeh told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“The refusal to legalise the two 
parties will not mark their end on 


the Jordanian political scene, he 
said.” Such a move will only drive 
them underground and move soci- 
ety away from dialogue and demo- 
cracy." 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh. known for 
his outspokenness and as one of 
the few public critics of political 
issues among the Islamists, be- 
lieves the move will prove to be 
“contrary to the objectives of the 
democratic experience.” 

Using ankle 2 of the Constitu- 
tion, which states that Islam is the 
state religion , as an “excuse to 
refuse the legaluation of these 
parties” is inconsistent with other 
Ministry of Interior directives. Mr. 
Abu Ghanimeh said. 

“There are hundreds of things 
going on in this country that are 
contrary to the teachings of Islam 
which are not banned. To use 
article 2 as an excuse to ban a party 
that propagates socialism and com- 
munism is inconsistent with other 
Ministry of Interior directives — to 
say the least." he said. 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh said he 
hoped the government would allow 
the people of Jordan to decide the 
viability of a party rather than 
inconsistent interpretations of the 
Constitution and law. 

Citing the ban on the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, Mr. Abu 
Ghanimeh said that" the most 
popular party in Egypt is banned; 
what does it change vis-a-vis the 
wishes of the people? Nothing." 

"I therefore wish that the 
(Ministry of Interior) reconsiders 
its decision on this issue not be- 
cause I support or believe in com- 
munism or socialism but because in 
a democratic system the people 
must decide if these ideas and 
parties viable,” he said. "This is 
what democracy is all about.” 

But not all political activists 
agree with Mr. Izzedin and Mr. 
Abu Ghanimeh. 

“From what I understand the 
internal statue of these parties is in 
contradiction with Jordan's Con- 
stitution and National Charter,” 
said Sami Gammo, a liberal politic- 
al activist working with the Al 
Mustakbal Party to form a political 
union among centrist groups in the 
Kingdom. 

"If we agree that the Constitu- 
tion is our point of reference then 

(Continued on page 2) 
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8 Egyptian militants 
sentenced to death 


CAIRO (R) — A military court- 
has sentenced eight Muslim mili- 
tants to death in Egypt's strongest 
response so far to a viol cut cam- 
paign by fundamentalists to turn 
the country into an Islamic stale.. 

Seven of the eight were sent- 
enced in absentia. AO were con- 
victed of (Hotting to overthrow 
the government and officials said 
they were among 26 members of 
the Jihad (holy struggle) group- 
behind the 1981 assassination of 
President Anwar Sadat 
Sberif Hassan Ahmad, '25, 
greeted his death sentence with 
cries of: “Thank Cod, thank 
God, the time of our fate has 
come at the hands of those people 
(government officials).” 

Court officials said 31 other 
militants were jailed, several for 
life. 

Egyptian security officials, in- 
dependent academics and mili- 
tant leaders said that one main 
command was behind most of the 
current violent attempts to set up 
an Islamic state. 

The trials were the first major 


hearings under a tough anti- 
terrorism law passed in July to 
combat a surge in attac k s by 
militants over the past year in 
which 70 people, including a Brit- 
ish tourist, were killed. 

The death sentences were the 
toughest measures taken by die' 
gover nm ent against fundamental- 
ists since Sadat was killed. 

Former Interior Minister Has- 
san Abu Pasha, who led a mas- 
sive dampdown on the militants 
after Sadat’s murder and was' 
fazmself the target of an assassina- 
tion attempt in 1987, said they 
were operating under various 
cover names. 

“Regardless -of the different 
names, these groups have one 
command and one ideology 
which is Jihad (holy struggle),” 
Mr. Abu Pasha tola Reuters. 

- He said the militants operated 
under the name of Jihad until 
they killed Sadat, then they, 
adopted other cover-names like 
the Gama'a AI Islamiya and Tak- 
fir. 


Ten Iraqis sentenced to die 
for car theft and murder 


BAGHDAD (R) — A court In 
Baghdad has sentenced 10 Iraqis 
to death for car theft and in some 
cases murder, an Iraqi newspaper 
said Friday. 

The ruling Baath Party's news- 
paper Al Tfaawra said the court* 
convicted four of them Thursday 
of stealing six cars, fitting them 
with false licence plates and tak- 
ing them out of the country 
through, the Kurdish-controlled 
north of Iraq. 

Two others stole cars and sold 
them to a man from Mosul who 
smuggled them to the north. He 
was also among those detained. 

Two more were convicted of 
stealing a car, killing the 
owner and stealing his money. 

The last two were found guilty 
of kilting the owner of a car. 


taking 250 dinars ($775 at the 
official rate, $10 on the black 
market) from him and throwing 
his body in a drainage canal. 

Cars have vastly increased in 
value since the imposition of Un- 
ited Nations sanctions after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990. 
Spare parts are difficult to obtain 
and very expensive. 

The judge, interviewed by Al 
Thawra, said the 10 men were not 
motivated by economic hardship. 
He attributed their deeds to “the 
potent, vicious spirit inside the 

cri minals .” 

Crime has risen sharply since 
the Golf war, bringing tougher 
penalties and an increase in 
coverage in the press, which rare- 
ly reported crime before. 


Algerians 
brace for 
curfew 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's two- 
montfa amnesty for “terrorists” 
expired Friday ami the army- 
backed government prepared to 
Hump an overnight curfew on the 
capital and six surrounding pro- 
vinces. 

The 10.30 p.m. to 5 a.m. cur- 
few, s te pping up the govern- 
ment’s war on Muslim extremists, 
goes into effect Saturday. 

Foreign military attaches said 
troops had moved into barracks 
in the capital, apparently ready to 
impose the curfew. 

The city of two million people 
and surrounding regions have 
been the scene of most of the 
ambushes in which suspected fun- 
damentalist gunmen have killed 
some 170 members of the security 
forces since February. 

Algeria is already under a state 
of emergency and several people 
have been killed at official road 
blocks for disobeying or 
apparently not noticing orders by 
the security forces to halt. 

Radios repeatedly broadcast 
Friday “hotline” telephone num- 
bers for citizens to contact secur- 
ity forces in the event of 
emergencies during curfew hours. 

The Interior Ministry said any- 
one without a phone should 
approach the nearest control 
post.” In this case, it is recom- 
mended they take extreme cau- 
tion and scrupulous respect for 
warnings from the security 
forces,” the ministry said. 

The state airline Air Algerie 
rescheduled international flights 
and cancelled some internal 
flights to prevent travellers being 
forced to spend the night at the 
airport. 

Algerians packed into res- 
taurants Thursday night to make 
the most of the last leisurely 
dinners before the curfew forces 
them to scuttle home early. Most 
restaurants were closed on Fri- 
day. 


Excerpts from U.N. 
text on Somalia 



A JOB OPPORTUNITY IN MARKETING 



BETA INDUSTRIES invites applicants for a vacancy in 
marketing. 

The applicant should be: 

- Holder of a university degree from a reputable university preferably 
in Business Administration. 

- Experienced in marketing in Jordan for at least two years. 

- Resident in Amman. 

- Well versed in the English language. 

- Computer literate in the following areas: Database, spreadsheets 
and word-processing programs. 

The successful candidate will be expected to: 

a. Further develop the marketing mix with particular emphasis on 
promotion. 

b. Help select markets, implement marketing strategies and plans, 
and analyse the marketing effort. 

The following would be considered an added advantage: 

- Graduate from an English-speaking country. 

- Holder of an MBA degree. 

- Experience in foreign markets. 

- Car with valid driving licence. 

Candidates who feel they meet the above mentioned qualifi- 
cations should call tel. 778 652 to arrange an appointment for 
completion of a n app»-'?*5on form. 

Short-listed applicants will subsequently be called for an 
interview. 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — Fol- 
lowing are excerpts from a Secur- 
ity Council text authorities a 
U.S.-led military operation in' 
Somalia, the vote was a unani- 
mous 15-0. 

The Security Council... 
STRONGLY condemns all viola- 
tions of international humanita- 
rian law occurring in Somalia, 
including in particular the de- 
liberate impeding of the delivery 
of food and medical supplies 
essential for the survival of the 
civilian population, and affirms 
that those who commit or order 
the commission of sucb acts will 
be held individually responsible 
of such acts. 

DECIDES that the operations 
and the further deployment of the 
3,500 personnel of the United 
Nations Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM) should proceed at 
the discretion of the secretary- 
general in the light of his assess- 
ment of conditions on the ground 
and requests him to keep the 
council informed and to make 
such recommendations as may be 
appropriate for the fulfilment of 
its mandate where conditions per- 
mit. 

ENDORSES the recommenda- 
tions by the secretary-general in 
his tetter (s/24868) that action 
under Chapter VII of the Charter 
of the United Nations should be 
taken in order to establish a 
secure environment for huma- 
nitarian relief operations in 
Somalia as soon as possible. 
WELCOMES the offer by a 
member state described in the 
secretary-general’s letter to the 
council of Nov. 29 aimed at estab- 
lishing such a secure environ- 
ment, 

WELCOMES also offers by 
other member states to partici- 
p ate in the operation. 

ACTING under Chapter VTI of 
the Charter of the United Na- 
tions, authorities the secretary- 
general and member states 
cooperating to implement the 
offer referred to in paragraph 8 
above to use all necessary means 
to establish as soon as possible a 
secure environment for huma- 
nitarian relief operations in 
Somalia, 

Calls upon all member states 
which are in a position to do so to 
provide military forces and to 
make additional contributions, in 
cash or in kind, in accordance 


Somalia 

(Continued from page 1) 

presence in any Somali mediation 
and national reconciliation. 

‘They can participate in any 
effort as an observer, not as a 
.player," said Lateef Abdul Qadir, 
a veteran Somali politician and 
vice-president of the interim gov- 
ernment, as Ali Mahdi nodded in 
agreement. 

"The same applies to the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference and 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty," added Mr. Abdul Qadir. be- 
lieved to be the main political 
brains of the Ah’ Mahdi group. 
“Any effort for reconciliation on 
Somalia has to be under the au- 
spices of the United Nations." 

In the meantime, Somali people 
are also asking why the Arab 
World — whom they see as partly 
to be blamed for the 21 yean of 
suffering under the Si$d Bane 
regime — is not extending any 
meaningful help. 

"The Arabs from the Golf have 
the money to go to Monte Carlo 
and Las Vegas to gamble and 
womanise," said Fouad Hussein, a 
former Mogadishu airport official. 
“Are they oblivious to the fact that 
the money one of than spends for 
one day of debauchery could feed 
an entire Somali family for one 
year?" 

“It was their money that prop- 
ped up Siad Barre and armed his 
murderers for 21 years," said Hus- 
sein. “Don’t they have any feeling 
of mult? 

"The Somali nation will never 
forgive them.” 

Many Arab diplomats based in 
Nairobi, Kenya, make it a point to 
fly to "secure" Somali towns 
aboard U.N. relief flights to estab- 
lish contacts with the new lead- 
erships emerging in post-Siad Bar- 
re Somalia. Although they empha- 


witb paragraph 10 above, and 
requests the secretary-general to 

establish a fond through which 
the contributions, where 
appropriate, could be channelled 
to the states or operations con- 
cerned. 

AUTHORISES the secretary- 
general and die member states 
concerned to make the necessary 
. arrangements for the unified 
command and control of the 
forces involved, which will reflect 
the offer referred to in paragraph 
8 above, 

DECIDES to appoint an ad hoc 
commission composed of mem- 
bers of the security council to 
report to the council on the im- 
plementation of this resolution, 
INVITES the secretary-general 
to attach a small U.N. Operation 
in Somalia (UNOSOM) liaison 
staff to the field headquarters of 
th e un ified command, 

ACTING under chapters VII and 
Vm of the Charter, calls upon 
states, nationally or through re-' 
jdonal agencies or arrangements, 
to use such measures as may be 
necessary to ensure strict imple- 
mentation of paragraph 5 of Re- 
solution 733, (1992). 

REQUESTS all states, in particu- 
lar those in the region, to pro- 
vide appropriate support for the 
actions undertaken by states, 
nationally or through regional 
agencies or arrangements, pur- 
suant to this and other relevant 
resolutions, 

REQUESTS the secretary- 
general and, as appropriate, the 
states concerned, to report to the 
council on a regular basis, die 
first such report to be made no 
later than 15 days after the adop- 
tion of this resolution, on the 
implementation of this resolution 
and the attainment of the objec- 
tive of establishing a secure en- 
vironment so as to enable the 
council to make the necessary 
decision for a prompt transition 
to continued peace-keeping op- 
erations, 

REQUESTS the secretary- 
general to submit a plan to the 
council initially within fifteen 
_days to ensure that UNOSOM 
will be able to fulfil its mandate 
upon the withdrawal of the uni- 
fied command. 

INVITES the secretary-general 
and his special representative to 
continue their efforts to achieve a 
political settlement in Somalia. 


si sc in their talks with the local 
chieftains that their brief visits are 
"purely humanitarian,” there is 
little doubt that most of them are 
testing the new grounds in the 
troubled country. 

A group of ambassadors and 
senior diplomats of Sudan, 
Djibouti. Eritrea, Mauritania and 
Yemen was visited Bardera. a 
town near the Somali-Kenyan bor- 
der now under the control of forces 
loyal to Siad Barre, when this 
reporter was also there last week. 

In a meeting with the local 
"commander." Colonel Barre 
Aden Shahel, the diplomats were 
overheard stressing that they were 
only trying to learn about “the 
situation on the ground” and that 
their visit “was purely aimed at 
exploring possibilities of relief.” 

They were told in blunt terms by 
Col. Barre that “any bet on 
Aideed is a lost bet" But the 
argument in itself did ocrt appear to 
be very convincing; nor did the 
diplomats, who risked their lives in 
visiting Bardera, appear con- 
vinced. 

The only diplomatic mission that 
remains open despite the violence 
and uncertainty in Mogadishu is 
the Egyptian embassy, from where 
the ambassador has been trying his 
hand in mediation. If there is any 
contact between the Arab League" 
and the leaders in Mogadishu, it is 
conducted through the ambassa- 
dor. 

Although the Somalis lay daira 
to be Arabs, many of them do not 
Speak Arabic bm they understand 
the language. 'Many Arabic words 
pop up in the variation of Swahili 
heard in the streets of Mogadishu. 

But it was a (Efferent language 
that greeted a ream of Arab doc- 
tors, most of them Egyptian, who 
went to Somalia a few months ago 
offering their voluntary services to 
heal the sick. As it turned out, they 
posed more problems for the U.N. 
than they could help solve. 


Parties 

| (Continued from page 1) 

the Ministiy of Interior was rightto 

refuse tire regfecradoti of tire par- 
ties,” said Mr. Gamrao. 

“I hope that these parties wiH 
amend their charters so that mg' 
vjean become legal parties m the 

I future,” he saw. 

’ The tv-”** of the right-of-centre 
A3 Ahd Party, Abdul Hw£i Al 
Mai ah, said he trusted the judge- 
ment of the Ministry of Intenor. 
“As far as I can see the obje ctions 
made by the ministry were based 
onleea] grounds and thus are m 
with the law,” Mr. 
Majati told the Jordan Tunes. 
“The final word is with the judici- 
ary however.” be added. _ __ 
Several conservative politicians 
- , . haliaii* tnnb. 



Rabin: King Hassan contributed to p 


have said that they believe Jorda- 
nian groups which had pofitwp 
affiliations to parties outsid e tire 
Kingdom prior to tire introduction 
of democratic changes which 
started in 1989 should not be legal- 
ised. 

The bead of tire leftist Jordan 
People's Democratic Party (JPDP) 
said Friday that Ire was dis- 
appointed and surprised by the 
Ministry of Interiors move. 

“I am really very surprised about 
the decision," said Tayseer Zibri, 
head of the JPDP. “If this decision 
sticks then the democratic process 
will take a bea r i n g." 

“Maybe our party will pere- 
fused legalisation on similar 
grounds; we should know by the 
end of matt week.” be said when 
asked if he felt tire legalisation of 
his party was in jeopardy. 

“We want democracy to work 
and we want to take part in build- 
ing Jordan. I hope we won't be 
denied this chance, it would be 
undemocratic, said Mr. Zibri, who 
was a member of the 60-member 
commission which drew up the 
National Charter. 

Both Mr. Najdawi and Dr. 
Zayyadin are expected to appeal 
the ministr y decision at the Higher 
Court of Justice. 


Bush order 


(Continned from page 1) 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, said the carrier 
Ranger, missile cruiser Valley 
Forge and destroyer Kincaid 
were being sent from the Gulf 
and would arrive off Somalia m 
the Indian Ocean within days. 

Meanwbile, Pakistani 
peacekeeping soldiers shot dead a 
Somali gunman and wotmded two 
others in a brief gunbattle at 
Mogadishu airport Friday while 
1,800 U.S. Marines waited 
offshore for orders to land. 


“We had to offer them security 
and protection,” said an official 
from the U.N. Department of 
Humanitarian Affairs, which hand- 
led the Arab team. “If that was 
not enough, then we had to bribe 
(oral hospital officials to let tire 
doctors work.” 

Arab diplomats argue that m 
view of the anarchy that prevails in 
the country, it is illogical for die 
Somalis to expect any massive 
Arab assistance. 

“Half the time we have no assur- 
ance that relief supplies would 
reach those who actually deserve 
it," said an Golf Arab diplomat 
based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
“We have every sympathy for tire 
Somali people, but we don't want 
to send m supplies to be plundered 
and sold in the black market to 
fatten the merchants or for the 
warlords to acquire more 


“Furthermore, bow can anyone 
be assured that refief supplies are 
not used to strengthen one warring 
faction at the expense of another,” 
said the diplomat. . 

“Donors could not afford to be 
seen as taking rides in the Somali 
conflict. They could end op acquir- 
ing the eternal hostility of Somalis 
locked in blood feuds.” 

Although not without its strong 
points, the argument loses its 
weight when seen against the back- 
drop of the feabfe coordination of 
Arab action in Somalia. And 
Somali hostility towards Arabs 
could already be a feet on the 
ground. 

“The Arabs have never taken 
the lead in any emergency situation 
everywhere in the world," asserted 
Mr. Dobel. “They wait for the rest 
of the world to move in first. But 
tins time no there could be no 
strong Arab argument at all.” 
“We have already lost over half _ 
a million people he said. “Can* 
Arab apologies and excuses bring 
back those lives?" 


San HmuQ of Morocco bad contributed to imaha 

* . - 

Smtigr^ts, but the other 

Irvine for years to vm the release of the remains, bun - \ 

Mowcan ~ 

die last minute, radio reports said. Mr. Ka fon faa 
radio Thursday thafthe Moroccan roonarai decadedtwp. 
ago to release the bodies. ‘I would Eke toexpress^ 
appreciation and my heartfelt thanks to the long of Mbn> 
acted out of humanitarian reasons and out of a desire to co ” 
to an atmosphere that will bring peace doser between fl 
World andus,” Mr. Rabin told die radio. *T think such act ' 
build an atmosphere that gives better chances to peace; _ 
added. Israel and Morocco do not have diplomatic nfath ' 
the Moroccan monarch has mediated between Israel^ 

Arab sta m in the past. Several Israeli leaders, mdndtng 
tors, have visited Morocco. 

Israel sees more Palestinian violence 

TEL AVIV (R) — Palestinians killed more Israeli soUfe - 1 ..." 

West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1992 than in any: of theprevi - ' 
years of revolt against Israeli role, the army said Friday. A 
issued by the military spokesman's office- ahead of f . .. 

anniversary of the uprising on Dec, 9 raid Palestinian. .. . 

occupied territories have sharply stepped op the use ofgua.' - ' 

Israel this year. The figures do not include incident , 
occurred in Israel or in Arab East Jerusalem. The anqys 
soldiers died by Dec. 1, 1992 — twice the number tilled , - 

Only one soldier died in 1991. It said 11 Jews, mostly setife' - 
in the occupied territories, have died in 1992, up from sfr'j f filF* 
According to a Renter tally, a total of 963 Palestinians hs££ S 
killed by Israelis, including civilians, during the revolt' 

Israel secret police official .dismiss 

TFT AVIV (R) — An Israeli secret police official V- 

relieved of his post following a journalist's complaint he " . 

her. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's office said Thursday^ f 

spokeswoman confirmed an Israel Television report than? 

police director's bureau chief, whose identity is a stati 

would be replaced soon. The action was taken after an c 

tkm of a complaint by Israel Radio military report erf 

Menasbe that be harassed her by telephone. The harass ' 

not described. The activities of the secret police, die 

security services more commonly known as the Shin 

shrouded in secrecy. The service answers to the prime a 

office. % - ' - • ' 

Ex-president of Syria burled in home! 

HOMS (AP) — Former President Nnretkfin Attssi, 
overthrown by Hafez Al Assad in 1970, was boned- Fri 
solemn funeral. He died at a Paris hospital of canoe. •••• 
esop hagus on Thursday and bis body was flown to his ha 
Homs, 180 kilometres north of Damascus. He was <53. M - 
led the hardline wing of the ruling Baath Party that seized-, 
a 1966 coup. He was toppled by Mr. Assad on Nov. -I 
placed under house arrest and later transferred totbe Men 
in Damascus. In late April this year, Mr. Atassi was ref ... 

have saffered a heart attack and he was admitted to Tishnr. 

hospital in Damascus. When his conditions worsened^ 
allowed to travel to Paris on Nov. 22. : v" 

Growth removed from Shamir waa mafl 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — A growth removed from forihe 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's intestines was cancerous, Mrvj 
surgeon confi r med Friday. Mr. Shamir, 77, was has 
Sunday for weakness. Doctors later discovered bleetfiw 
digestive tract and performed intestinal surgery Thursda 
grown was malignant,” Mr. Shamir's surgeon, Dr. Yaacor - 
told die Associated Press Friday. Dr. Yahav said the cancel 
spread to the surrounding tissue. The operation wassucce? - 
Mr. Shamir is to be released from the hospital within sew 

days, the surgeon said. Mr. Shamir, leader of the rigbt-wis^ 

party, served as Israel’s prime minister until June when l 
bid for reelection. After the defeat, be announced retirem 
politics effective March 1993 , ticking off a vigorous race an 
Likud legislators for the leadership. •*"' .'c^rv: 

Iranian prince condemns Rushdie. % 

PARIS (R) — A member of Iran's deposed royal fera 
Thursday the death sentence against Salman Rushdie 
distortion of Islam and urged Muslims everywhere to v» _ 
opposition to it. In an open letter Prince Patrick Ah Pahlavi 
criticised the fundamentalist leaders who overthrew Ins m. 

Shah in 1979, and launched a campaign to rally moderate I 
behind him. “Those who have condemned Salman RnsM 
dearly falsified the word of the Koran and made Islam « 

the eyes of the whole world,” the letter said. Iran’s late st— 

leader Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini pronounced a 

refigxws decree, against Mr. Rushdie nearly fonr — 

following the publication of his novel “the Satanic Veise&f 
many Muslims deemed to be blasphemous. Mr. Rushdie b 
in hiding for fear of his life ever since, unable to move 
authorities to clemency despite Ayatollah Kbomemfs d 
1989 and his own subsequent public embrace of Islam, f 
who has lived in exile in Paris since 1981, said the Koran 
stated that blasphemy should ' be punished according^ 
principle of an eye for an eye: "The only correspondihgtir' 
ment for die English writer's profanities could be a book re ■ 
the stupidity of what he says or, at worst, a boycott of his* 

Muslims,” the letter said. “But in any case never a death se • 
because... Rushdie has killed nobody himself.” Pahlavi" : 

Muslims everywhere to voice their opposition to the *’ 
leadership's stance by writing to him, saying this wouM.be i 
step towards peace, democracy and freedom from all fflgj 
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BuBctinsappiicd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It «ffl be relatively edd and partly 
cloudy mid there win be « chance far 
sc attered a boun d s of rain. Winds triD 
be westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wS be n orther ly moderate and 


Mn^Mua. temp. 

Amman — ..... 6/12 

Aqaba 11/22 

Deserts 4/14. 

Jordan Valley 12/19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10, Aqaba 21, HmnhStytear&igs: 
Amman 98 per cent. Aqaba 45 per 
cent 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mokleas Mmohrah 820425 

Dr. Yoocf Hashed 796301 

Dr.JamalAIJT»ri 769460 

■Dr. Mohammad Af Ghoul 790730 

Fhas pharmacy 66191 2 

Fetdrraspfaaraiacy 778336 

Al Asenu pharmacy .......637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 62 3672 

Al Salam phar macy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Sh m e i ca m pharmacy 637660 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 


•rank 

Dr. Radwan AI Sa'od 273877 

■A I Quds Pharmacy ( — ) 


Dr. Abdul Karim Kasfasshmh 983023 
Khafifcfa pharmacy 985417 


A5F17H 10L10M9 ^EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 11 ^ 

CMl Defence Department ...... 662112 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63(041 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Poficc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade — . 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnfa&c Security Departaau 630321 

Hard C o nq riaiu t s - 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

r n Q| Jiii « t» 897467 

Amman Mumdpafity ■ 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ...010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Ramin C31Q1 

Afedsli Telephone Repairs .....66110! 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ...774111 . 

Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Bectridty Authority ...815615 


Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre SI 38 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann ... 644281/6 
Akilcfa Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Stuncbani Hospital 669131 

University Hosrital 84S845 

-Al-Moasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-AhE. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Miitujreea 77710X0 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen AHa Hospital 602240/30 

Amal Hospital 674135 

ZABQA: 

Zaiqa G on. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 


Iba Sara Hospital (09)986732 

AllOma Modem Hoqahd (09)990990 

rawm . 

-Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Naiccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABAr 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 u 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

7his mfortuaCaw a supplied by Royal 
Jontamma (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen AEa international 
Airport Tcf. (08J5320&-J. where k 
should always be verified. 


AHHVALS 

Roywl Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

«fc3B — Jakarta. Sin gapo re (Rl) 


ms 

mo 

OMB 

1045 

11:15 

IM 

Mel5 ...... 

Ifc45 

nm 

17345 

17* ...... 

HU5 

BA 

23*0 

2 m ...... 

0b45 


Cairo (RJ) 

DhahranfiU) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

Colombo (Rj) 


Aqaba ( 

Bonn/ 


■ New York, AmtoxhalRlj 

Aqaba (Rj) 

Leaden (RJ) 

Frankfort, VSenaa(Rn 


— — — Paris ( 


Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

Ws2S Rome. Beirut (AZ) 


Itoyal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal T) 

Damascus (Rj) 

ESI :::::::::::::::::::::::::: SS£g}[ 

IMS — . Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
SIS Geneva. Madrid (Rj) 

““ 


2M0 Lam* . 

20-30 

2K3B 

21:38 AbuONLDPr 

Other Rights (Tarmtaa 

67:05 

12M Sa» 


Uppet/lower ptioi i a £ 

ttL-======rl 

Banana (Mukanmm) — - S'-' 
Beaus «*■ . 

rahhoraa — — - « 


Cauliflower — — 'J * 

Cucumbers (huge) . 

Cucumbers (imaD) -'S- 

Eacoknt ... •*-‘S 


Grape fr uit 

Lemon ............ 

Marrow (huge) 
Marrow (amal) 
Onion (dry) ...... 

Onkm (green) 


Pepper (hot) .... 

Pepper (sweet) - 
Potato ............ 

Tomato 
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^^‘•ataineh leaves for I Officials hail outcome of I Construction boom to end, claim developers 


men leaves rc 

pt, " • , 'SJli 

: ^i ; 3^Snference on 
^Sitrition in Rome 

rr-r.V. .-Vif- 1 - (Petra) — Jordan will to less fortunate groups m socio- 

M take part in an interna- economic matters. 

* .. ;. -e conference on nutrition 


Kabariti’s Beirut visit 


* .. >3 tvw' 1 conference on nutrition 

id . V ,e . k -Fa cfv' serf in Rome by tbe United 
. \ “• a 3e-.^a Food and Agriculture 

-T.- w -nation (FAO) in coopera- 
te" • ■‘-"‘ir.ic Ufa foe World Health Orga- 

S, : ^:>( WH0) 

:ec - ?al th . M i n i s t e r A r e f 

rc : L " r -~ )>;>$.," who left Amman for 

:<lC - r - v". ( aiian capital Thursday is 
4 g Jordan's delegation to tfae 
finis up which, he said, would 

l,ni 5nv| 0 i^ means of involving gov- 
_ . _ c %t S and non-governmental 

f c . --- vir : - # .sations in the process of 
;*• ' ■' worid food resources. 

T ‘ ‘fj F^he-week long meeting, the 
: :r ahesjier said that topics to be 
^ F’i^.serf included improving the 

- 1 ' - :r. f \ ft food for families in the 
n “‘ world, protecting the in- 

1 of the consumer in matters 

"urr^d tp food and nutrition, 
y die quality of drugs 

L - ■" -2 •<-C,'ted to* third worid needy 
r^^Tes, and providing more care 


Dr. Bataineh said that the 
meetings will also focus attention 
cm food related diseases, and 
means of promoting measures for 
safe and sound nutritional prog- 
rammes and better and safer pat- 
terns of living styles. The meeting 
will discusses how to provide 
people m rural regions with basic 
services to curb emigration to 
cities. 

According to the minister, the 
Jordanian delegation will submit 
a working paper on the general 
nutrition situation in Jordan, 
population growth, evacuees and 
refugee seeking settlement or re- 
fugee in Jordan in the wake of the 
Gulf war. Health programmes 
presently being implemented in 
the Kingdom and the general 
health conditions of women and 
children in tbe country will also 
be discussed. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
political circles have voiced satis- 
faction with the outcome of talks 
Labour Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti recently held with 
Lebanese officials on Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon, 

Informed sources said that dur- 
ing his two-week visit to Beirut 
last month, Mr. Kabariti received 
"assurances and clarifications'' 
on tfae Lebanese policy of reject- 
ing the settlement of Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon. 

The London-based Al Hayat 
newspaper Friday quoted Mr. 
Kabariti as saying that he re- 
ceived official Lebanese assur- 
ances that tbe policy of rejecting 
Palestinian settlement in Leba- 
non does in no way mean deport- 
ing foreign nationals living in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Kabariti. who held talks 
with Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi, Lebanese Premier Rafiq 
Hariri and Speaker of the 
-Lebanese Parliament Nabih Ber- 
H, added that the Lebanese poli- 
cy towards Palestinians is only 
aimed at controlling the labour 
market and ensuring that resi- 
dence conditions and provisions 
are observed and respected. 


The policy also does not allow 
for Palestinians to obtain 
Lebanese nationality in order to 
preserve the Palestinian national 
identiry, Mr. Kabariti told Al 
Hayat. 

Mr. Kabariti. also held talks 
with his Lebanese counterpart 
Abdullah Al Amin on labour, 
economic and commercial issues 
with a view to enhancing relations 
m these fields and forging closer 
cooperation and coordination be- 
tween Jordan, Lebanon and 
Syria. 

Upon his return to Amman late 
last week. Mr. Kabariti said a 
joint Jordanian-Lebaqese com- 
pany will be formed to look into 
labour and residence related 
issues. He added that the 
Lebanese prime minister has 
ordered the Jordanian embassy in 
Beirut, evacuated from refugees 
who moved into it during Leba- 
non's civil war and be handed 
over immediately to tbe Jorda- 
nian embassy staff. 

Tbe Jordanian Charge- d'af- 
faires in Beirut Atef Halasa, who 
was appointed two years ago. has 
been unable to take control of the 
embassy because it has been 
occupied. 


: : di j>an, a model for Jordan’s education system? 

By Sa’eda KHssi Japanese students to respect their curriculum and more emphasis care given to the teacher. “Spe- 

~ ia] to the Jordan Times country and its cultural heritage, was given to creative skills such as rial attention concerning salary 

• the doctor said. Religious studies, music and art,” he said. and position is given to the 


• : - : T.-;AN — As reform plans however, are excluded from the 

v through tbe educational public sector. 

fi Jordan, experts agree • “Education shall aim at tfae full 
.rj .'intstanding development development of personality, striv- 
' ' " -rT^ed'by other countries in *°S *° r foe tearing of the people, 

. '■•-.jld may serve as a useful sound in mind and body, wbo 

."r F* to Jordan. One such model shall love, truth and justice, 

• ■ . Japan, according to Dr. esteem individual value, respect 

- . . Lfo Hara, a prominent labour and have a deep sense of 

~£e professor. responsibility and be imbued with 

ncation played a key role a* 1 independent spirit, as builders 
^ :n Hogan’s emergence as an in- °f a peaceful society,” reads tbe 
d onation during the late Japanese Educational Law of 
' snUffy,” said Dr. Hara in a ISiAl. 

- : on the Japanese educa- Equal access to education was 

.■ c system at University of also highlighted putting further 

• :. -a. Wednesday. “In recent emphasis on the right of women 

* ■: jidneation is considered as a to education. The percentage of 

" j a'al factor in the re- girls going to school in the pre- 1 

. shment of Japan and main- war era was 15% compared to 

-• - -gjt as one of the world's 40% boys as well and women 

- technologically advanced were barred from entrance to 

‘ -es,” he said. government higher schools and 

- . —is lecture, Dr. Hara wbo is unrvcrsitiesi 

thor of ‘Changes in Educa- Major changes in the educa- 

l Postwar Japan’ said that tional system were concentrated 
-—if W23 ^^asirnriaiKrofihe Japanese ,in overall transformation in the 
tibnaf system had been*" infrastructure of tbe Ministry of 
. - r -^affected by World War Education itself, continued Dr. 

-r-nri -JBujii had been done to Hara:' “The power of the ministry 

~ is feet again. of education was greatly 

.... .V-o^y^Edthe war show foe weakened, losing direct control 
1' - for a decentralisation and on national schools and facul- 
. ■*'- Vi m the educational system, ties.” be said. “A single track 
. Zoned educational law gave ■ education system replaced the 
. ; " erable attention to the inv- pre-war multi-track system; new 
■_in.ee of encouraging subjects were introduced into the 


A change in the mentality of 
the Japanese people towards 
education followed and was re- 
flected by the percentage of en- 
rollment of students which 
reached 100 per cent in primary 
education and 95 per cent in 
secondary schools reflecting the 
considerable attention and im- 
portance parents give to educa- 
tion in comparison with the case 
during tfae pre-war era, where 
parents preferred foe participa- 
tion of foe child in contributing 
financial aid to the family instead 
of going to school. 

Another improvement in the 
education system is foe special 


and position is given to the 
teacher,” Dr. Hara stressed. 
“There can never be any im- 
provement in the educational sys- 
tem without giving adequate 
training and encouragement to 
the teacher himself.” 

“Despite the fact that the 
Japanese educational system has 
undergone drastic changes and 
developments in all sections, 
there are still many deficiencies 
.and many problems that exist,” 
Dr. Hara said. “However, spe- 
cialists in foe field keep an eye on 
any measure possible to be. 
adopted that would help the bet- 
terment of the educational sys- r 
tem.” 


on national schools and facul- 
ties.” be said. “A single track 
education system replaced the 
pre-war multi-track system; new 
subjects were introduced into foe 


- #n Prince Hassan leaves for the Netherlands and Austria 

_ _ .MAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
ins RuS** 1 ' reday left for the Netherlands and Austria on a working visit 
3th countries. Prince Hassan will meet in Vienna foe Austrian 
/idem and senior Austrian officials. Tbe Crown Prince was 
■-'.off at foe airport by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
, . . - -i\ : ter, Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben Zeid, Private 

- -inberfam and a number of senior officials. 



TIMELESS MARBLE.! One of the pieces on display at. 
Mona Saudi’s sculpture exhibition to be inaugurated Sunday by 
Mrs. Nawaz Sharif at Al BaUca's Art Gallery in Al Fubeis. Tbe 
exhibition w91 be open to tbe public until Dec. 18, 1992.- 


■ i • 1 


. T-lanian officials 
rded medals 

,. V WN (Petra) — Sudanese 
• V 'Jent General Omar Has- 
.VJ Bashir Friday conferred 
, Abd ul) ah Kanaan, depu- 

ector of His Royal High- 
. Crown Prince Hassan’s 
: and Abdul Salam Al 

. -c jdi, secretary general of 
Hashemite Jordanian 
' ity Organisation, 'Sudan’s 
' J of foe Republic of tbe 
lOnier in appreciation of 
role in coordinating Jor- 

- . support to Sudan, over 

_ years, to help it over- 

: some of its social and 
dal problems. 

z V'lTiott to host 

^ writable bazaar 

^ MAN (Petra) — Under 
f . Mtronage of Her Majesty 

=n Noor, Al Hussein Sod- 

- . ffor foe Rehabilitation of 
.jtJt?' Physically Handicapped 

. teM a charitable bazaar at 
. ... tiott Hotel on 15 Dec. The 
ar, Much will be held in 
. • wifo other charit- 

' - . societies and a number of 
in Amman, will in- 
2 .handicrafts 


WAT’S 


Srhflrftion of printings by 
baqT artist Tdrky Abdnl 
^ at foe Alia Art Gab 

lay,. • 

r 1 - 

Ur third Al Audi bazaar 
internati onal Joro- 
BBfcmHoCel, opes frcnaM 
**«• El 10 pjU. 


If We Take So Much Care 
With The Atmosphere 
Imagine Our Cuisine... 


■ I ( es: 
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Andalusia Restaurant 

For Luscious Lunches And Divine Dinners 

For Reservation 
call 674111 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's build- 
ing boom fueled by returnees 
from Kuwait is expected to end 
next year with a 30 per cent drop 
in new construction, according to 
developer? and contractors. 

“The country's private con- 
struction boom after the Gulf war 
has reached its peak.” said Husni 
Abu Gheida, head of Jordan's 
Engineer's Assodation which 
approves private construction 
. permits. 

He predicted that construction 
next year would decline by about 
30 per cent from this year's re- 
cord six million square metres 
which has changed the face of 

Milk 
prices 
to rise 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Government 
subsidy on basic commodities will 
drop from JD 48 million in 1992 
to JD 45 million in the coming 
year which means an increase in 
certain food supplies, according 
to government sources. 

'Hie subsidy allocations which 
are provided for in foe 1993 draft 
fiscal budget due in Parliament in 
foe coming session have been cut 
from last year in accordance with 
a government plan introduced 
last year to gradually reduce gov- 
ernment subsidies. 

One of foe basic commodities 
to be affected, sources in the 
Ministry of Supply noted, will be 
imported milk (haiibona brand) 
which currently sells for JD 1 a 
kilo. From foe beginning of Janu- 
ary it will sell at JD 1.1a kik), foe 
sources noted. 

Government sources said the 
price increase was justified since 
the world market prices of milk 
have risen and because Jordan's 

1992 milk consumption increased 
by three per cent over the pre- 
vious year. 

According to thp sources, the 
government's subsidy for milk in, 

1993 will remain at JD 10 million, 
the same as that of last year 
despite the growth in population. 

During the Gulf crisis in 1990, 
the government introduced the 
food coupons system by which 
only Jordanians can buy rice, 
sugar and milk at reduced prices. 
This aimed to regulate consump- 
tion, prevent hoarding of food 
supplies, and stop any attempts at 
smuggling foodstuffs abroad. 


Amman with tens of thousands <of 
new luxury homes. 

“We used to get around 120 
construction licences daily and 
it's halved now to about 50 ro 60, 
Mr. Abu Gheida said. 

In 1991. with a flood of citizens 
returning during the Gulf Crisis, 
builders put up 4.3 million square 
metres of private construction, 
more than double the annual 
average before Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Government figures show con- 
struction as the most important 
factor in record 11 per cent real 
growth in Gross Domestic Pro- 
duct (GDP) for 1992. 


Mr. ABu Gheida said an esti- 
mated 70 per cent of construction 
■•since the end of tbe Gulf war last 
year was private home building, 
most of it in relatively affluent 
west Amman. 

“The investment boom was 
directed towards expensive prop- 
erty units and it has resulted in- an 
imbalance ... it didn't solve the 
problems of low-income people,” 
property developer Mohammad 
Al-Kilarti said last week. 

Mr. Kfiani said he was now 
concentrating on property aimed 
at the middle class wifo smaller 
flats priced at about JD 25,000 to 
JD 35,000 compared to about 


JD 45,000 to JD 60,000 for up- 
market housing. 

Real estate prices have risen an 
average 60 per cent in some 
affluent neighbourhoods while 
rents have risen by at least 40 per 
cent since the Gulf crisis, proper- 
ty developers said. 

The boom was fueled by in 
estimated 3 00 .000 expatriates 
who returned home with decades 
of savings from the Gulf and 
others hoping ,o cash in on foe 
boom. 

Banking estimates put total 
funds poured into the property 
market since April 1991 at about 
1.2 billion Jordanian Dinars. 


‘Women’s role in society 
should be enhanced’ 


By Masa Alai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “The Woman's 
Role in Jordanian Society” was 
the subject of a lecture held at foe 
Royal Cultural Centre by Dr. 
Zeid Hamza on Wednesday. Dr. 
Hamza, foe Secretary General of 
the Party of Progress and Justice 
and an ex-Min ister of Health, 
stressed that woman's role in 
society should be enhanced by 
participating in the political par- 
ties and women should be more 
active in society. 

Dr. Hamza said that things 
have been changing on a wide 
scale during foe past five decades 
but still, social conditions espe- 
cially regarding man's relation to 
woman, have not gained ground. 
There still exist foe old discri- 
minations against the perceived 
freedoms, he said. 

These freedoms will become 
credible only when men begin to 
understand foe individuality of 
women and their natural right of 
equality. This involves their right 
to work which will enable women 
to end their economic dependen- 
cy on men.” 

Although women have been 
given access to political rights, 
such as voting and running for 
public office, they have not yet 
taken full advantage of these 
rights. Dr. Hamza argued. The 
Constitution was changed to in- 
volve both men and women as 
equal before the law. He said that 
the National Charter also states that 
Jordan abides by foe Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights 
and all international agreements 
in that regard. The Charter gives 


me .. . 



\-jSZ 



Jordanian women: Exercising their right to vote 


women constitutional rights to 
equality, education and work so 
that they may play an active role 
in society. On foe other hand, 
-some men still argue the women's 
rights should revolve around 
housekeeping duties only, the 
Doctor argued. 

In the lecture, Dr. Hamza re- 
ferred to historical records which 
state that women were worship- 
ped as gods by native Mexicans 
while the Romans considered 
them as slaves. Islam gave 
women their rights but unfortu- 
nately it was not practiced as 
should be, be said. 

“Woman’s right to vote did not 
give her access to Parliament and 
recently in the elections, those 
who are most far from campaign- 
ing for women’s rights in its new 
concept got foe majority of the 
women’s vouSr" — - 


Tbe role of the Woman's Fed- 
eration was discussed also but Dr. 
Hamza criticised it for declining 
to activate and reinforce the 
woman's role in society. He 
praised, however, its policy of 
staying away from “exaggeration 
and. blind prejudice and ideolo- 
gical concepts and being commit- 
ted to the reality of our society we 
live in.” 

“We should restructure the 
base of our society in a way that 
permits equal rights to women 
and men and we should s:ar: with 
the family itself which ir. its 
original meaning, refers to what a 
man owns in the form of slaves, 
women and animals. Schools ar.d 
methods of teaching should be 
changed to eliminate all -/hat 
hinders the woman from being an 
active member in the society gra- 
dually,” concluded Dr. Hamza. 


AMMAN PLAZA 

Your Business hOor Pleasure 
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Royal Jordanian is constantly spending time and effort to 
improve the standards of service both on the ground and in the 
air. 

From the time you check in you will be warmly welcomed and 
efficiently served. Once in the air you will enjoy fine 
international cuisine, comfort and a varied choice of 
entertainment programmes. This is all blended with the 
customary warmth that our international crew extends to satisfy 
the taste of even the most discerning traveller. 


RQYAUORDANIAN 




Tomorrow’s international standards, today . 
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needs to demonstrate strength 


THE EXTRAORDINARY meeting of the foreign 
jmaisters of the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in Jeddah Wednesday came several months too 
late following the onslaught of Serbian forces agains t 
Muslim Bosnians and the commitment of untold 
number of atrocities and crimes against humanity. 
This overdue intervention on the level of the OIC belies 
the seriousness of the Islamic World to act effectively 
against Serbia’s barbaric actions against their former 
fellow peoples, the Bosnians and Croats. 

The Republic of Serbia and Montenegro would not 
have dared go to the extent that it did in its “ethnic 
cleansing operations in former Yugoslavia had the 
CIC acted sooner and more effectively. Having waited 
this long to call for a United Nations military 
intervention, the Serbian forces must have interpreted 
this rhetorical stance of the Islamic countries in the 
same manner it has treated the international response, 
i.e., with disdain and contempt. 

The OIC foreign ministers’ call for lifting the ban on 
the import of military supplies by Bosnia appeared to 
be destined to the same fate in view of the West’s 
immediate reaction ruling such a move out as com- 
pletely contrary to the existing U.N. Security Council 
resolution imposing an embargo on all of the former 
Yugoslavia. Where were the Islamic representatives 
when that banding decision was adopted in the first 
place? Why wasn’t there any real and serious Islamic 
effort to distinguish between Bosnia’s quest for 
weapons to defend itself from Serbia’s search for arms 
to commit its acts of aggression against Croatia and 
Bosnia? 

The case for exempting countries trying to defend 
themselves from the embargo against former Yugosla- 
via could have been also persuasive and justifiable at 
the outset of the Serbian military actions against their 
neighbours. U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton is on 
record as favouring a distinction between Bosnia and 
Croatia on the one hand and Serbia on the other as far 
as applying a military embargo against former Yugos- 
lavia is concerned. This fact can be used to strengthen 
the hands of those who would like to see Bosnia and 
Croatia get weapons to defend themselves. 

In retrospect therefore, what the OIC has decided in 
Jeddah Thursday at the conclusion of its meeting 
cannot he expected to lend the beleaguered Bosnians 
and Croats an iota of meaningful assistance unless the 
Islamic World decided to respond forceftiDy against 
the West’s refusal to honour the Islamic call for an 
international military intervention and the lifting of 
the ban on the import of military supplies by Bosnia 
and Croatia. 

The United Nations General Assembly is fast 
approaching the end of its annual session and unless 
the 50-member OIC acts fast and uses its strength to 
pass a General Assembly resolution endorsing its own 
decisions, the entire exercise wffl simply go down the 
drain with nothing to show for it. The OIC must 
redeem itself on the subject of Bosnia before it can 
expect to redeem itself as a viable and effective Islamic 
body that demonstrates Islamic strength and unity. 


ABIAB9C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily criticised Arab oil states whose regimes, it said, 
boast about their material wealth which they had no hand in 
earning, noting that these regimes are denying their people any 
kind of freedom. By contrast, it said, Jordan is rich with its 
culture, freedom, democracy and national unity though it might 
be poor in natural resources. What we cherish here is respect for 
the human being and we care for our democracy and f reedo m of 
which the people of many other Arab countries are deprived, said 
the daily. While other Arabs brag about their wealth, which does 
not benefit the majority, we in Jordan boast of the fact that we do 
not practise terrorism and dictatorship, which characterise the 
rule of many Arab regimes around us, it continued. While Jordan 
enjoys tranquility, fraternal affection .and democratic rule and 
freedom, it noted, other Arab states lack the courage to open the 
door for any form of democracy. In many Arab societies, citizens, 
to are afraid of the regime, are denied bee expression, cannot 
open their mouths to voice any protest and are not allowed to 
open their eyes to see the facts but are only allowed to obey orders 
in total blindness, said the daily. For this reason, the paper said, 
other regimes are unleashing media campaigns against Jordan. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’I daily ridiculed the Islamic meeting 
in Jeddah which called for sending aims to the people of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina expressing bis view that the resolution will 
remain on paper only. Sultan Al Hattab said that the Islamic 
countries* foreign ministers who took the decision knew in 
advance that the United States and the western powers would not 
allow such development in Europe but bad chosen to announce 
this decision as a hypocritical manifestation of support for the 
embattled people. He said the Muslim nations ought to have 
announced shipments of food and medicine to the Bosnians, 
rather than arms, and they ought to have looked to their Somali 
brothers who are dying of starvation and provide them with food 
too. Most of the countries attending the Jeddah meeting, the 
writer said, have to date failed to provide any food shipments to 
Che people of Bosnia-Herzegovina and showed their support only 
by lip service through dedaring their decision to send arms to 
them, knowing well that such a decision will by no means be 
implemented. The Muslim nations ought to have rallied to extend 
meaningful support to the Palestinian children and the people of 
Jerusalem who are facing Israeli occupation and atrocities and, if 
need be, send arms to these people to liberate the Islamic shrines, 
the writer added. 


Arabs and Americans towards the twenty-first centi 


!> 


Palestinian Professor Edward W. Said ; 
prow in ent Am erican-Pa lestinian- 

scholar , recently delivered an address at 
the Arab American University Gradu- 
ates Convention in Washington , D.C. 
Following is the full text of the address: 


During the final week of the U.S. 
election campaign many Arabs, 
when they were not endorsing 
George Bush, subscribed to the 
view that any and all presidential 
candidates. Democratic, Repub- 
lican. or independent, were 
equally bad when it came to the 
Middle East This is an unsatis- 
factorily vague and despondent 
view. 

The United States has just 
emerged from a twelve-year 
period of economic and above all 
social drift, in which so-called 
free market policies — a code 
word for Darwinian greed and 
untrammeled rapacity — have led 
to the decay of the infrastructure, 
massive unemployment, an 
appalling crisis in education and 
in health care, the ruination of 
the cities, and a disastrous ecolo- 
gical policy. In addition, first 
under Reagan and then Bush, the 
U.S. recreated itself yet again as 
an imperial power whose arro- 
gant attitude towards the rest of 
the world culminated in Opera- 
tion Desert Storm, a war that cost 
the Arab World a figure conser- 
vatively estimated at S62Q billion, 
and that resulted in the destruc- 
tion of Iraq, a country of central 
historical and political import- 
ance to the Arab World as a 
whole. 

True, the dreadful Saddam 
Hussein provided the U.S. and 
his reactionary Gulf neighbours 
with a perfect excuse to attack 
him alter his brutally stupid and 
indefensibly criminal occupation 
of Kuwait. What was worse is 
how the U.S. has now been given 
a free hand in the Arab World, 
where it intervenes, stations 
troops at will, continues to violate 
the sovereignty of Iraq and im- 
pose untold suffering on its peo- 
ples. all in the name of freedom 
and democracy, altruism and 
morality. 

In addition, the Republican 
presidencies of Reagan and Bush 
have produced a remarkable, not 
to say baffling turn of mind and 
opinion within the Arab World. 
During the past decade and a half 
it is true that with the end of the 
cold war, the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union, the reunification of 
Germany and Europe and the 
reemergence of ethnic and 
nationalist rivalries all over the 
world. Arabs have suddenly 
found themselves facing a new 
political landscape. 

Politically, the new landscape 
has been dominated paradoxical- 
ly by the bankrupt economic 
power of the U.S. which, howev- 
er, retains a massive, even fright- 
ening military and ideological 
capacity to work its way all over 
the world. At the same time, its 
own American people are worse 
off than they have ever been, in 
some cases worse off than many 
people in Israel who are now the 
beneficiaries of an unrestricted 
U.S aid policy applied more 
generously abroad than at home. 
Nevertheless, because of the turn 
of events in Eastern Europe, 
because of the increasingly con- 
servative economic and social 
policies of the U.S., because also 
of what was perceived as a new 
muscularity in U.S. foreign poli- 
cy, almost the whole of the Arab 
World's ruling elite found itself 
seeking Washington, supplicating 
Washington, prostrating itself be- 
fore Washington and its Republi- 
can president. Aid to Israel was 
increasing as never before, and 
all round the Arab World the 
crisis and tension of the North- 
South relationship, with its debili- 
tating prostration of innumerable 
countries in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, intensified. This 
did not deter the Arab rulers and 
most of their American-trained 
advisors who seemed to find in 
the U.S.'s leadership positive 
qualities that were either obscure 
to or unperceived by most Amer- 
icans. 

Granted that, for example, 
Egypt approached bankruptcy 
and poverty on a horrendous 
scale and granted also that 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia per- 
ceived in the U.S. a saviour who 
would rescue them from Iraq and 
Iran and granted even that Jor- 
dan. the PLO and Syria saw the 
United States as the only world 
power capable of hastening the 
process towards peace. These 
things are very different, howev- 
er. from the general attitude 
which was to regard the U.S. as 
providing solutions to Arab pro tv 
lems, problems that properly fall 
within the sphere of responsibility 
of Arab governments. Nowhere 
was this more true than during 
the immediate aftermath of Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. From that 
time on. one sensed that to all 
intents and purposes what the 
U.S. wanted, how the U.S. saw 
the future of the region, how the 
U.S. wished that things would be 
done, all these took precedence 
over the perspective on local 
affairs that is foe prerogative, 
indeed foe responsibility and duty 


of local, regional authorities, 
those of the Arab states them- 
selves. 

In time the wishes of the Bush 
administration became in effect 
not just the wishes of most Arab 
princes and presidents, but also 
the norm through which their 
policies were measured. I find 
this utterly preposterous, espe- 
cially as we stand at the threshold 
of foe twenty-first century. Why 
has a collective nigger mentality 
descended over everyone, so 
much so that during the last 
weeks of foe campaign a most 
unseemly chorus of Arabs (even 
including several leading Palesti-. 
nians) were quoted in the Amer- 
ican press as favouring Bush over 
Clinton. How could it have been 
forgotten that it was Bush who 
not only carpet-bombed Iraq but 
also gave Israel the $ 10-billion 
loan guarantees, plus a sizeable 
package of additional goodies? 
How could it be that a foiled 
president domestically, such as 
Bush became increasingly during 
his solitary and undistinguished 
incumbency as a one-term presi- 
dent, could appear to so many 
knowing Arabs as their cham- 
pion, when every evidence 
pointed the other way? 

With a few exceptions, Arab 
state polities and attitudes to- 
wards the United States have 
gone beyond mere dependency 
and have attained an almost en- 
tirely prone position, t am not 
enough of an expert on these 
policies to be able to say why this 
has taken place, but what I do 
find particularly impressive is foe 
collective amnesia about Arab 
history, and Arab actualities, that 
has occurred during the past de- 
cade or so. Here foe resemblance 
between Reaganism and the new 
dimate in foe Arab World is very 
striking. Just as Reaganism effec- 
tively decreed the end of history 
and buried foe ideas that govern- 
ment is supposed to care for the 
people, a generation of Arab 
leaders and intellectuals who 
were in effect the creatures of 
Arab nationalism, the 1967 de- 
feat and the 1973 war, retreated 
from their own history into one or 
another variety of chauvinism, 
defensive xenophobia, and a kind 
of mendacity about rbe U.S. and 
its history of polities towards the 
Arabs as a people and culture 
that is breathtaking. We need to 
remind ourselves that no discerni- 
ble American policy in the Mid- 
dle East during this period did 
anything to advance the cause of 
democracy, human, women's and 
minority rights at all. On the 
contrary, American power and 
money went directly or indirectly 
to suppressing democracy and 
promoting war, or genocide (as 
was the case with the Iraqi and 
Turkish onslaught against foe 
Kurdish people), and autocracy. 
What sort of sordid realpolitik is 
it for Arabs and Americans to be 
allied in such pursuits? 

Or consider the equally perni- 
cious question of censorship and 
the absence of any real freedom 
of expression in the Arab and 
Islamic World. Note first that 
neither any Arab government nor 
foe American president has taken 
any serious position on the out- 
rageous fatwa promulgated 
against Salman Rushdie by the 
Iranian government. I know that 
a lot of people are tired of foe 
whole matter, but it seems to me 
to be an issue of the most pressing 
importance that a mood of such 
vast public apathy prevails even 
though a government can for over 
three years internationally adver- 
tise a reward of several million 
dollars for the killing of an au- 
thor, and very few leaders, intel- 
lectuals, or authors in the Arab 
World and America take the mat- 
ter up with their governments. 
Non-action here is the equivalent 
of tadt support for foe Iranian 
government’s gangsterism. 

Or consider the state of foe 
.Arab press, especially the press 
published in Europe. It is difficult 
to think of exceptions to the rule 
that most if not all of it forbids 
honest criticism of rulers, govern- 
ments and policies in the Arab 
World, especially those of the 
Gulf. Why? Because these poten- 
tates own the papers and stifle 
criticism. Between 1986 and 1990 
I wrote a monthly column for a 
weekly Arabic magazine pub- 
lished in London. I had a very 
satisfying relationship with the 
paper and with its young, ex- 
tremely capable Saudi editor. 
Most of what I wrote concen- 
trated on the United States, 
whose society, culture and poli- 
tics I was, 1 think, generally 
critical of, but not irresponsibly 
so. Indeed I was frequently con- 
gratulated and thanked by foe 
editor for what I wrote. Then in 
August 1990, right after foe Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, I was politely 
informed that no further criticism 
of America would be permitted in 
my columns. The relationship 
with America had changed, I was 


told, and the magazine’s owners 
were not about to jeopardise tins 
new relationship for a loose can- 
non like me. I resigned, regretful- 
ly but very sadly since it still 
seems to me that our people can 
ill-afford a philosophy of fawning 
servility to the U.S. and to the 
ruler at critical times such as this. 
And,- if I may add one more 
rather grim personal anecdote, 
the editor of another leading 
Saudi-owned Arabic paper in 
Europe has been telling me for at 
least foe past three years that be 
would love to have roe write for 
the paper but he fears what I 
would write.might get foe paper 
closed or banned. 

There is thus a new hierarchy 
of power enshrining an anti- 
democratic mindset that has 
come Into being during foe past 
decade and a half of Republican 
leadership in foe U.S. As it 
stands at present we have had a 
declared U.S. policy that regards 
the Arab World as its quasi- 
personal fiefdom, willing to go to 
war to protect what it perceives as 
its interests — mainly unres- 
tricted access to cheap oil and a 
political status quo — in foe 
region. The Arab World, and of 
course Israel, has fallen in line 
completely. Change is not per- 
mitted so long as it is not per- 
ceived to be in foe U.S.’s in- 
terests: for its attempt to evolve 
into democracy and true inde- 
pendence one country, Jordan, 
has borne the brunt of an un- 
pleasantly punitive U.S. policy. 
Arab elites now see their duty as 
essentially keeping foe U.S. hap- 
py, buying unnecessary arms (as 
was foe case recently with Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, who seem to 
perceive themselves as responsi- 
ble for propping up foe failing 
U.S. economy, whereas poorer 
Arab countries like Egypt and 
Sudan, which is in the throes of a 
catastrophic famine and civil war, 
are not high on the list of their 
spending priorities), and anti- 
cipating foe U.S. politically in 
going along with its extremely 
peculiar vision of an Arab- Israeli 
peace process. 

In foe meantime, Israel con- 
tinues its occupation of South 
Lebanon, the West Bank, Gaza, 
and foe Golan Heights, attacking 
here, bombing there, imprison- 


demands for concessions sunply 
in order to get dose to and please 
foe right-wing Republican admi- 
nistration of George Bosh and 
James Baker. 

In foe process not only efid we 
forget our own history of struggle 
and the reality of our people’s 
dispossession, bat we also forgot 
foe true extent of what this 
alleged friend of foe Arabs, 
George Bush, has done to ns. It 

was his administration that has 
cont in ued to shower Israel with 
gifts and has enhanced what 
George Ball, in his splendid new 
book, has called a passionate 
attachment. Bush and Baker 
accepted the Shamir plan and 
foisted it on us. Bush and Baker 
gave Israel foe S30-bfllion loan 
guarantees. Bush and Baker have 
said virtually nothing in foe past 
year on the abrogation of Palesti- 
nian human rights, on foe bomb- 
ing of South Lebanon, on foe 
criminal behaviour of foe Shin 
Beth, foe Israeli army and the 
Mossad, to say nothing of foe 
continued torture and horrible 
persecution of the people of Iraq. 

Nor is this all. Somehow, foe 
Palestinian leadership has got foe 
idea that if it tries to cozy up with 
important figures in foe Bush 
administration and relies on 
them, then foe U.S. would Hne 
up doser with Palestine and less 
with Israel in the negotiations. 
The idea is pure Arabian Nights 
fantasy. Worse, it is yet another 
radical misreading of the nature 
of power in American society, a 
misreading which unless it is 
changed and made more accurate 
will lead us all further down the 
path to disaster. Even in Bash's 
America, power in America is 
complex and not simply the de- 
rivative of the ruler. Because 
relatively speaking Palestinians 
are weaker than foe other sides in 
foe negotiations we must more 
precisely, more exactly gauge our 
strengths and weaknesses* within 
foe domestic U.S., and make 
decisions accordingly. 

As a decade of public opinion 
polls show, our strengths here are 
to be found in large segments of 
foe academic and church com- 
munities, in foe women’s move- 
ments. in foe African-An***rican, 
Latin, and Asian- American com- 
munities, and all through what 


“Change is not permitted so long as it is not 
perceived to be in the U.S.’s interest; for its 
attempt to evolve into democracy and true 
independence one country, Jordan, has 
borne the brunt of unpleasantly punitive 
U.S. policy. Arab elites now see their duty as 
essentially keeping the U.S. happy, buying 
unnecessary arms and anticipating the U.S. 
politically in going along with its extremely 
peculiar vision of an Arab-Israeli peace 
process.” 


ing, maiming, beating every- 
where, spreading misery and 
oppression at will. Who could 
imagine that about 200 million 
Arabs today are represented by 
people who have no collective 
position at all on these matters? 
That is a fact, however, and it is 
directly attributable to foe amne- 
sia I spoke about earlier. But if 
we accept with sad resignation 
foe attitudes of such states as 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt, how 
much angrier are we likely to be 
with the leaders of so-called 
nationalist Arab peoples and 


could be called foe progressive 
parts of foe U.S., including foe 
Jewish community. Yet in the 
past decade of Bushism and 
Reaganism numerous organisa- 
tions that support Palestinian hu- 
man rights ail across the U.S. 
have been allowed slowty to with- 
er for inattention, lack of con- 
cern, inadequate funding. In tire 
eighteen full years once the PLO 
entered the U.N. and has been 
represented in the U.S. it has 
never considered or actually tried 
to organise a public mass-based 
campaign for human rights, not 


movements who go along with _ even during the heyday of the 


this kind of thinking. I have made 
no secret of the feet that I am in 
favour of face-to-face negotia- 
tions between Palestinians and 
Israelis. Neither has a military 
option against the other and de- 
spite foe enmity and bitterness 
they share, one as oppressor, foe 
other as oppressed, I have no 
doubt that they most somehow 
find a way to live together in 
peace and equality on the land of 
Palestine. Yet because of a dis- 
astrously ill-considered policy 
during the Gulf war, foe Palesti- 
nian leadership accepted the 
idea, forced on it by its so-called 
friends in foe Arab World, that it 
was obliged to take what it could 
as a loser, no matter what the 
U.S. and Israel proposed in con- 
cert with Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia. In a matter of weeks during 
the summer of 1991 we had given 
up our right to represent 
ourselves, given up our right to 
discuss final sovereignty over our 
own land, given up discussion of 
Israel’s settlements, given up 
East Jerusalem, given up over 
half the population of Palestine 
who now live in exile, most of 
them as stateless people in re- 
fugee camps like those of Leba- 
non, Syria and Jordan. Would 
that these concessions were in- 
deed opportunistic, because they 
were not. They harmed us and 
they radically misconstrued foe 
fact that without Palestinian par- 
ticipation there could have been 
no peace process. I repeat: l am 
for negotiations, and I am for 
what has been called a two-state 
solution. But what I have been 
against is that short-righted no- 
tion guiding policy that Palesti- 
nians must accept irrational and 
insulting Israeli and American 


intifada. Instead we have allowed 
ourselves to rely on power- 
brokers and dubious experts to 
help us open a couple of doors 
here and there in Washington, all 
the while neglecting both the 
Palestinian and Arab communi- 
ties in this country, and this ironi- 
cally, at a time when public sup- 
port for Palestinian rights has 
never been higher, and is now a 
majority view. These Arab and 
Palestinian communities, were it 
not for foe heroic efforts of a 
handful of dedicated individual*, 
are divided and apathetic, reflect- 
ing the over-all loss of direction 
and purpose that has afflicted the 
febrile ruling elites of foe Arab 
World. 

In short, what has been missing 
in the political mix we live in here 
and in the Arab World is some 
sense of the guiding principles 
that have guided Palestinian and 
Arab history (hiring the past cen- 
tury. There are many people here 
far more qualified than I am to 
say this, but isn’t it true that the 
main course for Arab history 
(hiring the twentieth century has 
been defined by foe need for 
greater independence, for a sense 
of full national identity, for a 
greater degree of social justice 
and human equality? Far from 
being a provincial little regional 
quarrel over land, Palestine after 
world War n represented the 
symbol of Arab aspirations and 
the principle of liberation and 
justice, which argues that -not 
even a smalt people should be 
compelled to give up its land, its 
rights and history just because foe 
great western powers decreed 
that they should. The meaning of 
Palestine was never limited to its 
meaning for the Palestinians, but 


became a great emblem through- 
out foe post-colonial world, foe 
sign of a majestic and principled 
effort to regain lands and rights 
and. yes, history lost to a move- 
ment that was backed by the 
West and which claimed greater 
rights to foe land and to history 
than did the land’s native Arab 
inhabitants. 

How disheartening then, and 
how wrong not only meeldy to 
accept the will of foe Bush admi- 
nistration, but also to forget the 
truths of Arab history and the 
constituents of a collective Arab 
cultural and political identity. 
This laxness towards the Arab 
past, which is a complex and far 
from monolithic thing, is foe very 
essence of colonialism. It was not 
Arab nationalism that died, but 
an Arab conception of the Arab 
past foaf h as been eclipsed, one 
that can never be compelled into 
the amiable but empty fbrmnlaes 
of contemporary Arab statecraft, 
with its corr u ption, its mediocrity . 
and hypocrisy, its almost total 
lade of any principle at all except 
personal profit and mere 'survival. 

There is a great impassioned; 
passage in The Wretched of foe 
Earth where Fanon described the 
way colonialism operates not only 
in the taking of land but also foe 
robbing of history: “Colonial- 
ism,” he says, “is not satisfied 
merely with holding a people in 
its grip and emptying foe native's 
brain of all form and content. By 
a land of perverted logic, it turns 
to foe past of the oppressed peo- 
ple. and distorts, disfigures and 
destroys it.” I think that it is a 
realisation of this truth, that col- 
onialism distorts the past as well 
as the present, which fuelled the 
anger of so many of us at what 
went on during foe June 3 meet- 
ing of foe Jerusalem Foundation, 
when such tarnished and de- 
valued luminaries as Henry Kis- 
singer, Fouad Ajami. Martin 
PereJz, and Mori Zuckeraian, did 
violence to the reality of our 
history and the dignity of our 
efforts at independence and li- 
beration. But in this assault on 
foe Arab actuality far too many 
Arabs played a role, complicitly 
and complaisantiy. 

But, I think, we felt anger at 
the way we were reduced, after 
the fed, to a kind of enervated 
silence which reflected tire inade- 
quacy of means at our disposal to 
contest this new form of colonial- 
ism. But, as you all' know, there 
was a challenge mounted by, 
among others. The American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee (ADC), and some satis- 
fying results were in fact 
obtained. The point I want to 
make, however, is that we do 
have means at our disposal that 
are not inconsiderable, and now 
that the Bush era Jias finally 
ended it behooves us to look at 
the new political topography of 
foe U.S. and consider what lies 
before us. Many of us who voted 
in foe election were doubtless 
ambivalent; after ail the Demo- 
cratic Party has historically been 
very pro-Israeli, and, worse, in- 
fluential members of its right- 
wing, like Henry Jackson, 
George Mitchell, Daniel Inouye, 
or influential members of its 
putative left wing like Teddy 
Kennedy, Alan Cranston, and 
Mario Cuomo are fanatically, 
some would say hysterically, pro- 
Israeli. This is certainly true and 
it is disquieting. The winning 
Democratic ticket of Bill Clinton 
and Al Gore is a very flawed one, 
as far as the Middle East is 
concerned. Gore’s views on Israel 
are an exact replica of those of 
The New Republic, a magazine 
that is little more than a U.S. 
house organ for the Likud, in all 
its virulent hate-mongering and 
racist fulmination. Clinton has 
said some pretty inflammatory 
tilings during the campaign bnt 
like all presidential campaigners a 
lot of what he said can be dis- 
counted as cynical pandering to 
immediate interests, and need 
not therefore become a long-term 
policy priority. 

I do not want to minimise the 
uncertainties, the wonying possi- 
bilities of the new administration. 
These have been spoken about ad 
nauseam for at least three 
months, without, in my opinion, 
suggesting very much in the way 
of alternatives except hand- 
wringing and idiotic nostalgia for 
Baker and Bush. We should focus 
our discussion on the fact that 
whatever else he is, Clinton is 
different from Bush. He wot foe 
cation principally because of 
widespread anger at Bush — that 
is certainly true — but it is also 
frue that he articulated a more 
liberal, and in my opinion, more 
acceptable view of the U.S. than 
what we have had for the past 
twelve years. Clinton endorsed 
»• gays* and minority 
nghte; his views on foe economy, 
within the very narrow para- 
meters of U.S. economic dis- 
progressive; 
and although his military and 
foreign policy views seem occa- 
sonally dismaying, he is on re- 
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our arena of activity 
Afjib World, .. 

iau ism and 
current Arab Worio . , 
arf* America that adw. ?= 
and uncertainly into * 
tury. What we do in* 
and what the AAUG 
effect to articulated 
both the American it 
future that is better, 
now exists on the gt 
means, our method,* r ] 
doing tins is principk 
and intellectual: prot-r. 
knowledge about the 
age, about the Arab^ 

man, about contemij - 
culture than what is ft' 1 

able. The AAUG roc 
collectively and thren^ ; 
bers individually pte " 
ventionary role — wril. 
ing, organising, and . ! 
advantage of the ve " 
new opportunity aflp" 

Clinton's victoiy . f bm 
therefore that there e 
difference between ffl, 
can complicity that top 
invasion of Lebanon ! • 
tion Desert Storm and 
tial — I underline-, 
potential — the pota c : 
new rhetorical dnnate _ 
by the Democrats. - 

But as with all foiaSr 
history, nothing is sir- ^ 
for foe taking: it has tE 
for intelligently, .r . . 
diligently. Our first pn-z ■ ' 
ness is to insert oorsdv r ; -. 
national agenda. Last;^ ■ 
daughter Najte 
Kennedy Cuomo came 
ton to speak about tfce ; ^ . 
struggle for human rig ; ^ 
is Bobby Kennedy^",^ 
daughter, and she tap - * 
excellent job forbugb. -- / 
nisation of bringing at ; ^ 
human rights abuses t < . 
the world, fa 199I.-i- v - 
award, of which she ftt 
architect , was gN*/. 

Sourani and Avjgdor, - v 
So there is a 1 lot 
acknowledged and ceft * 
tween this youngest 
foe Kennedy legacy ■' : 
struggle for human 
was something of * f 
knowing members of 
ence that Kerry Kennec 
spoke about human ng 
Philippines and Ma^ 

Kenya, Sduth Afti c 
America, Korea and ey 
rights of Ethiopian few 
once mentioning ?**■■*. 
vioas experience wrth-P*q- j. 

Raji Sourani ^ ^ 
poor, oppressed ’ 

foe saddest and ^ 

place I have ever se® , 

As Lillian Heltauni ^ 6 
rascal time * 

shouldn't be too stopn®i. 

Ms. Cuomo’s lapse ^ 


A 



corf „ .fevoJring a polfcy £ *■■*£« ■* 

"° l rimm y amongst Left liberal* 


o^,-o tcyrasrs 


very far from being a socialist or 
.favour of Third 
World liberation, but the main 


century. Hie 


(Continued on 
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p^^arliament is expected to move 
L^jScyond rhetorics in next session 
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Arabs and Americans towards the 21st century 


_ " Hp f. - 

P r =~:its :;%■> - 

COflT-v. Ifc - 

men- VI ^ iw* a* P® 5 * wcck -*OTclaman daOks 
Ara^-‘ n& ‘ ,s prominence to the Middle 
' . - ^enei,'i7^^.miestioa, the outcome of the 
President’s visit to Jordan, 
f 31 Itjn and a best of domestic topics. 

V'.’~r it- the observance, this week, of 

«.h-. Vjbferity wah the P rtuthdan pe»- 

iy ~ should serve as an incentive for 

- ^ Arab countries and the world 

:jre ar« ^(BBsanhy to support the P8ksti- 
’v' “ -^intifada which is the flame of 

the I: ^«ft*ti»fiberati^moftlteoccu-■ 

>;>:>^;;■. ; 1 ; >ed tends, said Taher A! Udwan, 

iS t: ■ ^icobnoiBst in Al Dustour daily. 

‘05 "while we aonroacb the end of' 


i 2r. 'f l dcss encouraged by the ongoing 
■: \.y.\C . . ■^-nu ffit e in Pal a tine, said the wri- 

tlC" j, ‘ 

, i -V ' r ‘ ,0;! Co^L-Ofe the occas io n of international 
’’ ■" ■- : K*:n Lftbrigr with the Palestinian peo- 
no '- r<2 - a u . ^ the Israeli leaders were re- 
‘ jaded by the Reach president, 
:r I-!.-,.!, ^ fring his visit to Israel recently, 
Z je As U.N. General Assembly 
t-„ ’’ * n ^jd partitioned Palestine into a 
V '' and- an Arab Palestinian 

7 Arnt r Va*e said tfEat while the Jewish 
1 V.Vjiie- came into being, the world 

: " . r r C - r ' ■. rata the advent of the Palestinian 
v.ri , V ! ; ‘.ae, said Mohammad Khanoub. 

>' ■' ;*^ 'Thc cohimnist, who writes in Al 
*7’ taid that the president's 

' jtement reflected the world com- 
-^ unity’s profound realisation of 
- “ • ; -V e need for a settlement hi acoord- 

L ■ ,J *e with the international )eg»- 

• > . ... ^ iiacy and U.N. resolutions. 

~ Mahmoud Rimawi, another Al 
. ~ ■jt’l columnist- described Mr. Mlt- 

i naa«f s statement in Israel as 
'••“ r 7 . .. iring a psychological shock to 

- e Israeli leadership. 

R was a dear message to Israel, 
\. ■ .'am Paris, and a sign that Europe 
making a determined effort to 
:jp the region Eve in peace based 
i fssSice, said the writer. 

* ' ; On the outcome of Mb*. Miner- 

ad’s ririt to Jordan, Sawt Al 
. . ^ said that the press coofer- 
. ce given by King Hussein and 
' e .Reach president revealed a 
7 '-"-nveraence of views concerning 
' Middle East issue. 

rThe paper said that the president 
_ expressed his. country’s deep' 
_ . 'iAy MHtng erf this issue, thus 
7 fleeting the European attitude. 
7th the King and the president 
. -eased the need for pursuing die 

- r\*ce process, but their statements 
.. *. wdjr. revested Europe's role in 

- r-'ikrag this process achieve suc- 
_ -OK. ... .. . 

... . “JTpreq Masai weh,a columnist in 

. ^I'lb^ reriewBd Hmee’s reto- 
- -Wnrifib the Arab World overtbt 

- ' odfcil^’that Paris has refused 

r^^S h^emooy over Eurdpe, 1 
■ \ ".-.-^rtii^iil'^s aligned behind- die 

. . . -sfetf States m die Gulf war. 

..'fe writer said that France 
‘“ -uli veto say agreements within 
"■8 European Community in 
— Mmqgtpa’s fovour and can end 
: hegemony over the Gulf oil. 

. 'riiexaid that Jordan, which wel- 
, -saddle French Resident in the 

week, is awaiting practical 
'V.jp* by Paris to bolster Arab- 
-Buck relations in the true sense 
the word. 

„ -•-'Ahinad Dabbas, a columnist in 

-'wt Al Shaab, said that France 
jX shown that it respects Jordan’s 
. Bcas and aqiports the King- 
‘ ’ .. ““derate attitude and its 

';';jke to bolster . democracy and- 
** Kdcal phnafism. 

■ -- The writer said that Jordan s 
•• - :'angcfifficdtia and challenges in 


King 


. ..fCotftaed from page 1) 

:;'" be King urged the Arab parties to 
: -otam dose coordination over the 
.negotiations. 

__ - , - ^cd whether be would meet with 
-..President-elect Bill Ctinlon, the 
:. -i said he would be very happy at 
' .1 meeting but that Mr. Chntou 
DOt sedting a meeting with any 
7.-.'- iof sate until be has been instal- 

at the- White House.. . 

. - ; he King, however, noted that in 
i. -.vim to the United States this 
ith he would continue his efforts 
‘‘. she course of discusang the re- 
- rt issues and Ard>-American re- 

Sug Hussein reiterated Jordan’s 
pipit for the Iraqi people, express-' 
v - hope tiwt Iraq vkjbW regain star- 
' - ty and peace arid be able to bring - 
~--'V*ti-.£paqttal ireooociUalioa. “The 


■- '.e wish they, would follow die 

- '''ne of democracy and political 
,-taBsm.” : 

. )u rdatkxs with Iran, he said, 
dm seeks good tks with Tehran. 
, - “these dxMjld be bused on mutual 

- pect and noo^nteference in each 
• a’aafKrs.’’ Jordan hc^estoopen 

- iak^gne with Iran to attain snefa a 
tflonchip, he said. 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 

the drive to help the Palestinians 
achieve their rights in tpeir home- 
land, on the economic level and 
other areas; and it looks towards' 
France and Europe as a whole for 
support and assistance and awaits 
France’s translation of solidarity 
with Jordan into practice. 

Taher Al Udwan, a cohimnist in 
AJ Dustour, praised the French 
president for his idea of creating a 
European-Middle East develop- 
ment fond noting that the Arab 
stales have sustained huge losses in 
the Gulf war and were in need of 
support. 

He said Jordan- is awaiting prac- 
tical steps in the course of French 
economic support for Jordan and 
serious French efforts to force 
Israel to comply with world com- 
munity’s resolutions and interna- 
tional legitimacy. 

A columnist in Sawt AJ Shaab 
focuses attention on Ira’s subver- 
sive actions tn Egypt and Algeria 
and other Arab countries. 

The present Ir anian regime, like 
'the shah regime, is seeking region- 
al hegemony and therefore it is 
using violent means to achieve dial 
goal and implement this policy, 
said Naji ADoush. 

The writer said that The Iranian 
government is pursuing all rikmh 
at its d isp os al to achieve its goals in 
the Arab World and its policies 
conform with those bong adopted 
by the United States in breaking up 
the Arab region. 

Mahmoud Rimawi dimiwii on 
■* ' the same topic and said that the 
Iranian regime is increasingly in- 
volving itself in the internal amirs 
of Arab states. The columnist, who 
writes for Al Ra'i daily, said that 
Iran has been blamed for the un- 
rest in Egypt and Algeria and is 
continually trying to bolster its ties 
with Sudan and Syria under the 
pretext of supporting Islamist 
groups. Furthermore, Ire said Iran 
is attacking the ongoing Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations and in-' 
terfering in the affairs of the Arab 
World. 

Turning to domestic affairs, a 
columnist in Al Dustour said that 
Jordanians hope that the new par- 
liamentary session would not be 
transformed by deputies into an 
arena aimed at boosting their stand 
at the coming November elections. 

Nabeel Al Sharif said that the 
current parliament session ha a 
full agenda, of important topics 
winch require solutions and not 
rhetorics. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i urged 
Parliament to dzscuss the Udank 
and trnants law in a bid to ensure 
more social Justice and end the 
greediness of house owners. 

Mohammad Subehn said tint 
the landlords are increasingly de- 
manding th«r the tenants evict 
their homes so that the house can 
be let for higher rent. He said the 
courts are foil of cases that are 
examining thk matter. 

In the wake of the Gulf war and 
with the flood of people coming to 
Jordan, the landlords showed their 
greediness and are trying desper- 
ately to evict the tenants through 
tire help of courts, the writer said. 

He said that such matters must be 
•settled by Parliament which can 
introduce a m end m ents to existing 
laws. 

A co himni st in Al Ra’i tackled 
the question erf ewcuttoi hi Jars 
dan, demanding that Jordan end 


Abu Odeh 

(Cantianed from page 1) 

lose hope of that, particularly at 
the present when tragic consequ- 
cnees are taking place as a result 
of the stumbling or the collapse of 
peace talks in several regions of 
the world. 

Based on this and coupled with 
the sincere will to bring about a 
just, comprehensive and lasting' 
peace settlement, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and 
Arab countries have responded 
to the U.S. and Russian peace- 
initiative and p ar tic ip ated m the ' 
Madrid conference, he said. Jor- 
dan has also participated in the , 
meetings of all the c ommit t e es 
which were formed by the confer- 
ence whether in the trilateral or 
multilateral talks, be added. . 

“Jordan was even the only 
country which did not miss any 
meeting since the start of the 
peace process tin now,” he noted. 

He called on Israel to make 
.realistic moves for peace if its 
public declarations of a desire for 
peace are genuine. 



• 4*5/92 . . 

Jordan Petroleum Roflnenr Co. 

Hie extentton of the date of submitting toe o«ers 
of qualified contractor* for the following 
tenders: 


Ttadar No. 

'448- -• 

SW : • 


Project 


-t Closing Date 

Storage' Tanks Mon. 21/12/92 

Storage Tanks Tuesday 18/2/93 

Chairman 


tire execution of criminals. 

He called on the govern mem 
and Pariiamcm to reconsider capit- 
al punishment and follow the ex- 
ample of 35 other nations which 
have so far taken this step. He chat 
80 per cent of nations do not apply 
the capital punishment, whether 
they have laws on such punishment 
or not, and that he believed ri»i 
only God has the right to take life' 
and not humans. 

Mona Munir Shuqair, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. is not happy 
about the Jorda ni a n papers' per- 
' fnrmaiirr As long as tire govern- 
ment owns more than 50 per cent * 
of the capital of these papers, they 
can only reflect the official govern- 
ment's views in most mature, the 
writer said. 

In an atmosphere of democracy, 
one should read newspapers that 
are free of government control, or 
papers published by parties, he 
said. 

Commenting on the AIDS dis- 
ease, Ahmad Dabbas, a cohimnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab, said that this 
killer- disease is now threatening 
whole continents and it would be 
* quite necessary for Jordan to adopt 
more stringent measures to keep 
die country free of il 

The writer said that the Health 
Ministry should announce the 
AIDS cases as they come and 
inform the public about the facts 
related to this issue. He also de- 
manded that public awareness 
campaigns not be confined to the 
world day for combating AIDS. 


(Ceutfamed from page 4) 

ty and the Fabians did it, the 
American Democratic Party has 
always done it (except for Jimmy 
Carter, George Ball, George 
McGovern, and Jesse Jackson 
and the congressional Black 
caucus), the Socialist Internation- 
al does it, this rather deliberate 
exclusion of the Palestinian fight 
for democracy and liberation 
which remains nevertheless part 
of the great march towards hu- 
man freedom, despite the rascals 
and despite the trimmers and 
cowards. The fact is that whether 
western liberals tike it or not, 
Arabs and Palestinians who yearn 
for democracy and have sacri- 
ficed their lives for it are part of 
the same constituency that 
brought Bill Clinton the presiden- 
cy and that gave Robert Kennedy 
his status. And it is up to ns as 
Arabs in America who must re- 
ject the legacy of Reagan ism and 
Bushism to remind our compat- 
riots and colleagues — in the 
words of Aiml C&aine — no race 
has a monopoly on beauty and 
intelligence and there is room for 
all at the rendez-vous of victory. 

What it comes to in the end is a 
return to principles, something 
the AAUG has always stood for. 
What is at stake for us Americans 
and Arabs is nothing less than 
equality, and neither autonomy, 
nor interim self-government, nor 
any of the other things that are 
the coin of negotiations and local 
arrangements. We are for nego- 
tiations and dialogue, yes, but as 
between equals, not as between 
servants and masters. This of 


I course was the great lesson of the 
anti-apartheid movement, that it 
promised as the unchanging goal 
an outcome of equality between 
the races in South Africa. It is a 
testimonial to the leadership of 
the ANC and Mandela that the 
goal never changed although the 


tactics did. Palestine is the test 
case for politics in the late twen- 
tieth century, and I am sure, well 
into the 21st. It is full of density 
and complexity, but for Palesti- 


rendez-vous of victory along with 
all the others. The particular here 
can come to stand for the general, 
for the general principle that no 
one can be denied the right to 


nians and other Arabs it is really equality, neither Jew, nor Arab, 
all about thd struggle for equality, nor woman , nor man . This is the 
for the right to stand af the message we need to work hard to 


make current in the changed 
America that the new president- 
elect has promised. We must 
work, and write, and organise 
and give, indefatigably and, with 
a full knowledge of who our real 
friends are, I am sure that we can 
prevail. 



TIMES 






Abdul. Hameed Shoman 
. ^Foundation-' 


cordially invites 'you to the opening 'of 'an exhibition of 
paintings by 
three artists from GAZA 

FAYEZ AL HASAN! 

KAMEL AL MUGHANNI 
LAI LA SHAWAA 

6:00 p.m. on Saturday. Dec. 5, 1992, at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation Gallery 
The exhibition will continue through Dec. 24, 1992. 
open Saturday-Wednesday 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., 
Thursday 10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. 


Guii Air offers non-stop afternoon flights 
from Amman to Bahrain every- Monday and 
Friday, to Abu Dhabi even' Thursday, and to 
Doha cverv Sunday Within the Grilf we have 


Whether you choose to fly first. buMnes* 
or economy, you'll travel in comfort and style, 
enjoying our traditionai'Jhospitaiitv. 

It’s all part of the experience M fly inn. 


more regional connections than any other airline. Gulf Air style. 





FOR MORF. INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVK 1 AC, ENT 

OR GULF AIR ON*i* 3 hl 3 


JORDAN 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREtGHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DE LIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

i INTTL EST. | 
§ Packing, shipping, s 
S forwarding, storage, H 
1 clearing, door-to-door g 


Air. Sea and Land 




mmmm 





YOUR BEST mm€B 

m JORDAN... 

* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Sen/ice 
☆ Shoes repair -A- Engraving 

-Hr Keys Service 

* Uphoistry, curtains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches at 7 YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 621656, Fax 
826163 


iLJ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msrmmma 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -Tt .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwardb 3rd circle 


Tel: 6 59519 659520 


SMI&I? ' . ; 





AQABA 


Y* e yy 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12-M-15M & ISM -23-30 

Tel: 03-314415 




The Ffret Spa in fire Middle East based on bot Sulfur ous mineral Water 
Springs of trifpi mineral Concentration for fire One of 

1 Rbumatixm * Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just For blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

5 On Room Rates 

For Non Jordanians ' Residents “ 

Amman : 688271/2 . 688270 . 688X10 - UMaUso : 08 545500 


— — - — — — ; _ - 

{!■■■*■■■■■*■■■■■■■■■■■■■■>■■■ 

■ aaaaaasar iTT'rnr^rmMMm 

■ ■■■■■■■■a i« J •»- ,i'.'* r>:i ; aaaaaaa« 

■ ■■■■■■■■■■■ airjaoal a ■■■■■■« 

■■■■■jr i.,-u 

■■■■>.! 'i i il i v?i> jk-«K»aaim 



■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

i ■■■■■*■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■*■■■■■■ 

■ ■■■■*.« 11 l J . I *!•* JI’B 

■■■■■I -■,» ii -lia.u-a i-'.i .'-■■■■« 

(■■■■■•■■■■■■■■■"■■■■■ft ***** 1 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■an 


!■■■■■■■■■■ IVik'i . f - ■■■■■■■■■! 

■ ■■■■■■■■■■X1IL.1.L L' ■■■■■■■■■■! 

■ iiiMiimMiHiiiiiiiiiiinl 



!■■■«■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■! 


* '|Pree . v enfas^i©- 

rarastf 2&- x 30 oa 

Shmejssni - Opp. .Grindtays 
Bank- Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel- 823891 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ fc 30 - Midnight > 


J'Gffi'E'An 2ZDTEETC TT'D-rj^lTiT 
TTiE/iliiaPajaT 




announces its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT ■ AMMAN 

wilh its modem air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 fits per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 


LAC 


4 RENT & SALE 

-- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open riJMJD * 6:W-I1J0 daily 


Taiso away Is awHabla 
Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l ✓ 
preL 661922, Amman| >{0? 

®«e Tasted Syr 
Always Los/ctf 



The first& best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is avafloMc 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638958 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAirOTEL 

iPipiiB 


Amman - Tel. 668 193 
PC Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






TBrio Kzrisoia 
AT. EKAMA bar. 
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I AAF ordered to pay 
$27 million in damages 


kc i 


COLUMBUS. Ohio (R> — A 
U.S. federal judge ordered the 
LAAF to pay world 400 metres 
record holder Harry “Butch** 
Reynolds $27.3 million in dam- 
ages for banning him from athle- 
tics after failing a dope test. 

“I hope this proves my inno- 
cence*' said Reynolds, who was 
out gogging with his agent. Brad 
Hunt, adn U.S. Olympian 
Michael Johnson when his 
lawyers learned of the decision. 

“I hope this will restore my 
name and reputation,” the Amer- 
ican added from Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, where he was attending 
The Athletic Congress (TAC) 
annual convention. 


"The court decision was based 
on facts." 

The TAC is the U.S. arm of the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (1AAF), which was 
not represented after claiming the 
U.S. ' court had no jurisdiction 
over it. 

The LAAF looked set to ignore 
the ruling. ‘Our position remains 
the same. We are advised the 
U.S. courts have no jurisdiction 
over the 'I AAF,” a spokeswoman 
in London said. 

U.S. lawyers vowed Friday to 
mount a reientiess pursuit of the 


LAAF to collect the $27.3 million 
judgment awarded to Reynolds. 

The lawyers threatened to 
target the lAAF’s major sponsors 
and hound athletics’ ruling body 
as far as the Atlanta Olympics 
until it complied with the U.S. 
federal court ruling in favour of 
the world 400 metres record hol- 
der. 

Reynolds has been fighting the 
LAAF in court for most of 1992, 
initially to win permission to com- 
pete for a spot in the U.S. team at 
the Summer Olympics in Barcelo- 
na. 

He failed to qualify for the 
team but sought 54.5 million in 
lost income and $35 million in 
punitive damages. 

He had won the silver medal in 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics, setting 
the 400 metres world records of 
43.29 seconds in Zurich. Switzer- 
land, on August 17 of that year. 

Reynolds, who said earlier this 
month that the IAAF had “made 
my life bell,*' said he planned to 
return to indoor competition in 
the next couple of months and 
hoped to compete in both the 
world indoor and outdoor cham- 
pionships. 

- “I think I'm definitely going to 
have a great indoor season he 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Judges lescely to let soccer coma man die 


LONDON (R) — Appeal Court judges said they were likely to 
allow doctors to stop feeding a young man who has been in a coma 
since a 1989 football stadium disaster. Tony Bland, 21, has been 
fed through a tube since he was badly crushed and his brain 
starved of oxygen during the disaster at the Hillsborough Stadium 
in Sheffield, in which 95 people were squeezed or trampled to 
death during a crowd surge- He has been in a persistent vegetative 
state ever since and medical experts say he will never recover. 
Bland will die once feeding is stopped. 


Italians zmhsatea record In Eurobasketball 


LONDON tR) — Italy’s Scavolini Pesaro lost their 100 per cent 
record in the men's European Clubs-' Basketball Championship 
semifinal series edged out 76-75 at Cibona Zagreb. The Croats 
took over at the head of Group A with Pesaro slipping to second. 
Real Madrid, easy 93-76 winners over Mechelen of Belgium are 
now the only unbeaten side, topping Group B with eight points 
from four games. They lead by a point from three clubs, including 
French champions Oithez who recorded a valuable 96-93 over- 
time win :n Greece against Olympiakos. 


Beirut to test World Cup.qualiZying tournament 

ZURICH (Rl — Beirut, the agonies of the Lebanese civil war 

r - I _ C.T. nraliminarv mmlifvina 


now ^fading, is to host a five-nation preliminary qualifying 
tournament for the 1994 soccer World Cup. International 


iiruiiiwuvDt - ■ n| . . 

Football Federation (FIFA) general secretary Sepp Blatter told 
reporters that a preliminary phase would be held for Asian Group 
D due to the huge distances involved. He said Beirut would be the 
venue for the group's opening ties from May 7 to 15. 1993. 


REQUIRED FOR VARIOUS POSITIONS IN 
AN INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMPANY 


Accountants: ■ 

- University degree graduates in accounting, (pre- 
ferably U.S. graduates). 

- Fluent in Arabic & English (spoken & written). 
-2-4 years experience in accounting. 

Secretary: 

- Diploma in secretarial work. 

- Speaks & writes good English. 

- 2 years experience in office work. 

- Experience in personal computers is a must. 

- Ability to handle pressure. 

- - Presentable, pleasant personality, like to deal 
• -with people, and has good telephone manners. 


Qualified candidates, please send C.V., photo & 
credentials to P.O.Box 960913 
Aamsnaa — attention: Human Resources 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a tannAh H1RSCH 
©1992 Tnfiww Sw*c«. Me 


BAIT YOUR TRAP 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A Q 7 
7 8 6 5 
O K J IO 

* K 9 8 2 

WEST EAST 

* 10 642 4985 

7 9 7 2 7 A K Q 3 

•'85 32 •: 9 7 4 

* 5 4 4Q103 

SOUTH 

* E J 3 
T J 10 4 
■: A Q 6 
4AJ76 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 7 
The Roman playwright Terence 
wrote that there is a demand for the 
man Mho can make wrong appear 
right. The scribe would have been 
proud to claim East as such a 
person. 

With 13 points in support of part- 
ner's no-trump opening bid. North 
expected South to have little trouble 
at a contract of three no trump. 
However, duplication of values and 
excellent defense by East proved 
otherwise. 


With a near yarborough, Weat led 
a low heart against three no trump 
in an effort to hit partner's suit, and 


scored a bull's-eye. It d>as obvious to 
East that West was broke and that, 
left in peace, declarer would fulfill 
the contract by picking up the queen 
of clubs. 

In an effort to paint a false pic- 
ture of the distribution. East devel- 
oped a pretty plan to create the 
illusion West was the danger hand. 
East took the first trick with the 
queen of hearts, cashed the ace and 
Icing of the suit and then, instead of 
banking the 13th heart to complete 
the defenders’ book, shifted to a 
spade. South was now convinced it 
was West who held the remaining 
heart. 

Declarer had eight fast tricks, and 
could develop the game-going trick 
just in clubs. Needing only one more 
trick from dubs, and wanting to 
keep West off lead, declarer spurned 
the finesse in favor of an avoidance 
play. After winning the spade in 
hand. South Jed a low dub and in- 
serted the eight. 

For a brief moment declarer men- 
tally petted himself on the hack 
when East won the ten. That quick- 
ly changed when East produced the 
last heart for a one-trick set. 


Davis Cup competition 

Agassi to open and close finals for U.S. 


FORT WORTH (R) — Andre 
Agassi will play the first and last 
matches for the United States in 
the Davis Cup finals against 
Switzerland and the Wimbledon 
champion warned his opponents 
Thursday that they have little 


chance of beating him. 

‘I don't think I've ever been as 


prepared as this. I'm ready to 
go," said Agassi, who brings an 
18-4 Davis Cup record into the 
weekend tie. 

At the official draw ceremony, 
which was held outside the Tar- 
rant County convention centre 
arena in downtown Fort Worth 
and had a decidedly wild west 
flavour, Agassi was drawn to 
open the finals against Swiss 
number one Jakob Hlasek ranked 
34th in the world. 


Should the heavily favoured 
Americans stumble and fail to 
wrap up the tie before the final 
match, the cup to win or lose will 
be on Agassi's shoulders when be 
takes on 36tb-ra nked Olympic 
champion Marc Rosset Sunday. 

The flamboyant Las Vegas na- 
tive has excelled in Davis Cup 
and has come to relish the press- 
ure and the idea of playing for his 
country. 

“Davis Cup brings out a whole 
new level in me,” said Agassi 
wbo is 6-0 in the international 
competition this year, including a 
victory in the fifth and deciding 
match against Czechoslovakia in 
the quarter-finals and a huge win 
over Stefan Edberg in the semis 
with Sweden. 

“I have no doubt that for some- 
body to beat me this weekend 
they're going to have to play the 
best tennis of their life ... and 
then hope to get a few breaks," 
said the confident ninth-ranked 
Agassi at the post-draw news 
conference. 

World number one Jim Courier 
will play the second singles 
against Rosset and open Sunday's 
reverse singles againt Hlasek. 

On Saturday John McEnroe 
and third-ranked Pete Sampras 


will reprise their role as doubles 
partners against the French Open 
champion team of Hlasek and 
Rosset. 

Courier, who was again com- 
plaining of tennis bum-out after 
losing to Boris Becker in the ATP 
Championships final last month, 
also pronounced himself mentally 
fit and ready to go. 

“It's never tough for any of us 
to get phyched up for the Davis 
Cup final" said the French and 
Australian Open champion. 

Sampras, the U.S. Open 
runner-up who was devastated by 
his singles losses to Guy Forget 
and Henri Leconte in the final in 
France last year, said the United 
States has an advantage because 
Hlasek and Rosset are playing 
singles and doubles. 

“Hopefully Andre and Jim will 
wear them out a little bit and 
they'll be a little bit tired and 
John and I will just clean up 
shop," Sampras said. 

Meanwhile, John McEnroe 
passed up another Davis Cup 
news conference and missed a 
chance to hear his teammates 
speak of him with a reverence 
that might have made him blush. 

“I think John is a great inspira- 
tion to this team," gushed Agassi 
on the eve of the finals against 
Switzerland. 


“John is ultimate team player." 
added Sampras. 

U.S. captain Tom Gorman 
opened the post-draw interview 
session by explaining McEnroe's 
absence as a desire to avoid per- 
sonal questions about his highly- 
publicised marital problems. 

McEnroe has said he plans to 
retire from the rigours of the 
regular tennis circuit after this 
year and Agassi said that as much 
as they want to win the Davis Cup 
for the United States, they want 
to win it for McEnroe. 

The Swiss Davis Cup team 
admitted they were surprised and 
a little bit lucky to find them- 
selves in the Davis Cup finals 
against the United States this 



Andre Agassi 


weekend and said, win or lose, 
they were just happy to be here. 

“I never imagined to play this 
year or next year in the final of 
Davis Cup," said 22-year-otd 
Olympic gold medallist Marc 
Rosset at a post-draw news con- 
ference. 

Jakob Hlasek, wbo will play 
the opening singles match against 
Wimbledon champion Andre 
Agassi and team with Rosset for 


Saturday's doubles, rejected the 
underdo g label and said all the 
pressure was on the Americans. 


“We had a lot of fun tin* year. 
As Marc said, we never thought 
wc were going to be here. We 
never imagined it. so we have 
nothing to lose," Hlasek said. 

"We're not going to be ner- 
vous, we're just going to try our 
best.” he added. 


Are upsets in sight in the Italian League? 


MILAN (AP) — It may be time 
for upsets in the Italian League. 

With title favourites having 
struggled against second rate 
teams and a slate of powerhouses 
scheduled against underdogs in 
Sunday’s 12th round, the com- 
bination may be right. 

Especially vulnerable may be 
AC Milan udinese at San Siro 
Stadium, Ancona- In ternazionaie 
and Torino Foggja. 

Elsewhere in the Italian First 
Division Sunday, Genoa is at 
Brescia, Napoli at Cagliari, 
Juventus at Fiorentina, Lazio at 
Pescara, Parma at As Roma, and 
Atalanta travels ro Genoa to play 
Sampdoria. 

Gashes between title conten- 
ders in the previous rounds gave 
some dear indications — league 
leader AC Milan looks unbeat- 
able in a bid for a second con- 
secutive title, runner up Interna- ' 
zionale is emerging as the second 


powerhouse this season despite a 
lackluster start; and Juventus and 
Torino are out of contention for 
•the title for the time being. 

That leaves the second-rate 
teams to possibly threaten the 
leaders and revive title hopes of 
their subdued rivals. 

Milan takes on Udinese. 15th 
in the 10 team league, with the 
red and black coming off a 4-0 
victory against gotedorg in the 
third round of the European 
Champions Cup and a 1-0 victory 
at Juventus. 

It has gone a league record 45 
games without a loss, but the two 
draws in its 8 - 2-0 record this 
season have both come at home. 
It has won all five of its game on 
the road. 

“I have been preaching all 
week not to lower the guard,” 
Milan coach Fabio Capello said. 
“Ail matches and al) opponents 
are equally tough." 


Young defender Stefano Nava 
.will replace suspended sweeper 
Franco Baresi while Marco Van 
Basten, with 12 in 10 league 
games, will combine in front with 
Jean Pierre Papin and possibly 
Dejan Savicevic. 

Savicevic, one of the six foreign 
players signed by Milan this sea- 
son, has not yet played a full 
league game. He may be start in 
place of Frank Rjjkaard, who is 
nursing a light leg strain. 

Udinese, which has lost all five 
of its away matches this season, 
will rely on Argentine Duo Adel ■ 
Daldo and Nestor Sensini and on 
newly-hired Polish forward 
Marek Kozminski. 

Ancona, a first-division new- 
comer which has its only two 
victories at home, has allowed a’ 
league worst 31 goals. However 
its forwards have been almost as 
good as Inter’s celebrated stars 
scoring 19, one less than Inter. 


Inter, which held Milan to a 1-1 
draw and scored in injury time to 
down Brescia 2-1 in the two 
previous rounds, will start 
Mathias Sammer, Igor Shalimov 
and Salvatore Schillad, who has 
recovered from a pulled muscle. 
Uruguayan forward Ruden Sosa 
will be sidelined with an injury. 

Fiorentina and Juventus, both 
beaten last week, clash at Flor- 
ence’s municipal stadium with the 
squads' fans having a tradition of 
a bitter rivaliy. 

Juventus will be without in- 
jured starters Roberto Baggio 
and Juho Cesar while Fiorentina 
is expected to bring its usual 
startign 11 including Gabriel 
Batistuta, Brian Laudrop, Fran- 
cesco Baiano and Stefan Effen- 
berg. 


Baggio, Juventus' leading scor- 
er, is nursing a cracked rib and is 
not expected back until January. 


Peanuts 


7HE5E ARE RAMPHLETs 
ABOUT THE WAT 
w PUMPKIN'.'.. 





Andy Capp 
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she’s inclined T<aerupss 

WHEN PEOPLE GALL /WE , 
NAMES SHE USUALLY 
CALLS AUEAT HOME 




Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 5, 1S» 
By Thomas S. Plasm Astrologer. Carroll /lighter Found 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
triple Moon square. Void of 
Course finds you very restless with 
alJ kinds of ideas, some sound and 
some visionary, that require con- 
siderable analysis before putting 
them dn to 'effect. 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
Now you can plan , tha t trip or 
expansion new set Of circumstances 
that can make your fondest drefons 
come true with an awareness of. 
your potential. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about the seenniy you desire 
of a foundations business you de- . 
sire and then become better in- 
formed in all phases how best to- 
an ** " it. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to. June 21) A 
straight shooting influential man of 
the world is ready, wilting and able 
to give you an insight in bow to 
advance your public image as you 
desire. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to think in terms of 
die various activities that take up 
your time and to approach them 
from a better wed rounded stance. 


residence to have condhtoi 
more in tune with wishes 
wilting to make changes. 
LIBRA: (September Z3 tot 
22) Consider well those tojf 
you want active panfcjpe 
your usual and routine a 
and get their support for sii 
to come. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 id] 
ber 21) Think big la a foa 
property sense now and yn 
be able to make sudr nr 
come true in less time 
usually necessary. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novemb. 
December 21) Yourann^r 
and your goals in the rigja 
tioo now so do whaicrer yir 
push and make them wort 
your satisfaction. 7 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Coo-' 
aider well your finest talent now 
and the best means by which you 
can get it to work out to your 
overall advantage so push ahead 
with it. f 9 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Its a day to seriously consider 
just what you can do at your own 


CAPRICORN: (December 
January 2D) You now find t 
day to study all aspects of 
in the future the goals t 
most vital to your fvrffiBh 
basic need. ; 

AQUARIUS: (January 2t fit 
ary 19) Join with ati \ 
friends andacquaintanccsi 
be just as gregarius as you-- ■ 
many benefits can flow fror 
meeting. 

PISCES: (February 20 u 
•20) One of those days to *' 
from all angles just where 
beaded iu career, credit 
conditions and impianeot 
this nature. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Hard 



“We shed millions of skin cells every. 
• day. From now on, shed the grouchy, 
ones and keep the happy ones!";.? 


1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 6A*~ 
by Hand Arnold and Bob"L 


Unscramble these four Jumbtea. 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 



IEA 


■ 

■ 


■■ 




NOON! i 



□ 




TYLLAl 

F 


• 






INSLUM 


nz 




WHAT THAT £QAP 
OPERA ABOUT THE 
PETROLEUM HERO 
WAS CAL4JEP. 


Now wrange the circled Wterrto^ 
form the surprise answer, aa sufr 
grated by the above cartoon -v*'' 


hm “EXn*QXm®2L‘" C£ 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: AMITY SMACK 


(Answers tomom* 
LAWFUL DETAIN 


Answer What the best-dressed person should Bfirajps 
wear — A SMILE 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Lotas Sabin 


ACROSS 

1 Pa. port 

5 Turnpflce exit 
9 ’li’I Abner" 
cartoonist 

13 Weaver's 
machine 

14 Scrub dean 

16 Cosmetic 
ingredient 

17 Dermis my 
SO OG 

20 Diet rushes 

21 Laugh feghtty 

22 So-so grade 
23"— of the 

DUrbervWas” 
24 sprite 

28 Pointed tools 

29 Sttnpteton 

32 "Stormy 
Weather" 
composer, 
Harold 

33 Spoken 

34 Choir voice 

35 Ethel Merman 
song 

38 Writer Anita 

39 Crazy asa — 

40 Lucy" 

41 Finish 

42 WentbySST 

43 Intoxicated 

44 Portuguese - 

navigator 

45 nay the horses 

46 Very hard 
49 TsB (stories) 

53 Kate Smith song 

R7 Obiiuiv 





7 Spoil 

8 Greek latter 

9 Wagons 

10 ‘Thanks — I" 

11 SR lor an artist 

12 Stare 


15 Getty of -The 
Golden & 


57 Singer TenrtBe 


Girls' 

Tying (shoes) 
19 Audience 


— 1 duck 
56 Understand 
80 Thin ship 
61 Was In debt 
62Sens8jle 


DOWN 

1 Shade tree 

2 Rogers and 

Acufl 

3 Hawkeys State 

4 Janninga in 

"The Blue 
Anger 

5 Bkish 

6 Get up 


23 Tom: 
craetor 

24 Clark of GWTW 

25 Artificial fabric 

26 Bank or bath 

27 Ayres and 

Wallace 

28 Pointer 

29 Permit 

30 KHchan need 

33 Reed 

_ instruments 

34 Proficient 

38 Calmed (fears) 
37 Comeoan Rteh 


Yestertor't Panto Sthwjfc 


raiinn nnnnn gnt 
nnnn nnnnnn.if 
nnnn nnnnnn.^nr 
nnnnrannn nnnnu 
nnnon noo . 
anrannn nnunnnj 
tnnn nnnnn ngor 
mnnra rannnn % 
riRnnn c^nnpn ™ 
nnnnrannn nnnn* 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnpji. 

nnno nnnnn w r \ 
nnnn nnnnnffl; 


42"— erupT , 

43 Appeared 

44 Acco u ntant's 
loss - 

45 Car pedal 
48 Noncoms 

47 Axe or chisel 

48 ForberorMHay 


» aunts'--- 

SITumBf.tfW 

52MOOWO*" 


55N0BC£- 

SflHeW*® 

macs* 
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financial Jo ^'|S'es 


HKIarkets 


iw co-weratkia with 


Cairo Amman Bank 

' 5 , Dollar fas I nturaa tional Markets 


m .r- , r ‘ - r i.. 

■-; = Canwcy 


NEW YORK. 

TOKYO 

CLOSE 

i*«ir 2/12/92 

CLOSE 

iuip 3 /12/9. 

1.552S 

T . 5*65 

1.57*0 

1.5835 

IBM 


5.J655 

■1 

12a.i2 

12U.SS 1 

1.2M* 



I MTU | 

3 MTHS 



3.87 

3.87 1 

4.12 

7. 10 

6.87 

7.00 

6.56 

[9.00 

Em 

8.68 

8. DO 

it.. 43 

6.31 

6.12 

5.81 

11.25 

10.75. 

10.12 

8.50 

3.07 

.5.65 

’.56 

13.56 

12.38 

IT. a? 

10.68 

■ 


ipanese Yen 


^ -vta* Md «ei for meM ruwdlnK I -V Deflsn I.ooo.oooq, equhrimi. 


USD/Oz 

12228 

Metal 

336.05 

|e.50 

Silver 


I'SD/Oz JD/Cm 



ccfista Krona 


.Era Lira* 


’gfam Franc 


:• no 

w Gomd« 


o. we 


o. ion 


.0493 


0.02115 


0.1016 


Bat*: 3/12/92 




_x 


2.12.92 Close 


166.98 

166.35 

y_.kiBg Sector 

120.53 

120.24 

~ ranee Sector 

183.42 

1B2.96 

~-ntry Sector 

228.27 

226.88 " 

"- ices Sector 

236.53 

237.45 

— * mhfr Ji, I’m -= 160 


ONPOM EXCHANGE RATES 

-T^30N (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
2 London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


1st rates will differ from those 
iterting 1.5795/805 

,D.S. dollar 1.2725/30 

1.5770/80 
1.7720/70 
1.4090/100 
32.44/47 
5.3675/725 
' . 1390/1393 

1 124.46/51 

6.7570/670 
6.4450/550 
6.1235/335 

wncejrf gold $335.60/336.10 


Cinema 


quoted): 

U.S. dqjlars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Tel: 677420 


Lost exports to Iraq cost 
Britain more than Gulf war 


LONDON (R) — Lost exports to 
Iraq, including controversial arms 
and defence sales, cost British 
taxpayers more than fighting the 
Gulf war to drive Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait, according to a gov- 
ernment report. 

The National Audit Office said 
the state Export Credit Guaran- 
tee Department expected to pay 
out more than £850 million ($1.30 
billion) to British businesses who 
lost orders to Iraq and Kuwait 
when Britain went to war against 
Iraq. 

Most of that would never be 
recovered, it said. 

While not entering that dis- 
pute, the audit office makes clear 
that thanks to the generosity of 


the Gulf allies, the British tax- 
payer will pay for the lost exports 
to Iraq than the cost of sending 
British forces to the Gulf. 

Its report suggests the final cost 
to Britain of the military effort 
will, once stores are replenished, 
be £615 million ($932 million). 
Though the cost of the war to 
Britain was £2.43 billion (S3. 68 


billion). Kuwait. Saudi Arabia 
and others paid £2.05 billion 
(S3. II billion). 

While generally satisfied that 
defence spending' was kept under 
control in “Desert Storm,” the 
audit office said Britain could 
learn from the 'American forces 
who had accountants close to the 
battlefield. 


Iran postpones 

currency reform 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, concerned 
about a politically risky price 
shock, has decided to slow down 
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COWWS MAKE 

TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 

PREV. 

CLOSING 

PRrcc 

or r>r Inc 

PRICE 

CLOSING 

rntce 

JQU 41 ISLAMIC un 

IAS, ID? 

3.700 

3.700 

3 . 0(0 

JORDAH KUWAIT BAKE 

912,320 

2.270 

2.200 

2.450 

THE BOOJUTC BANK 

MI, 309 

3.440 

3.500 

3.400 

MM JORDAN urvESTKQtT bark 

39,990 

3.100 

3.100 

$.000 

iwdcsdual development «■« 

J. 204,00 

3. 450 

2.900 

1.190 

cnu<m oak* ran saving l investment 

«(?,#!* 

J. 4 S 0 

].MD 

9.020 

AMD BANKING CORPORATION /JORDAN 

49,437 

1.220 

3.320 

3.104 

JORDAN KATXC 44 AL BANK 

1 , 443,430 

4.140 

4.310 

4.120 

JORDAN IKVeSTXCRT A USANCE BARI 

26 . 3*3 

4.450 

4 . COO 

4.450 

AMUR BARK FOB INVESTMENT /OLD 

2. <01 . 797 

1.730 

1 . 740 

1-070 

AZAT. ESTAIX INVESTMENT 

JSl.i'I 

1 . 0 JJ 

1.170 

1.910 

RATIONAL peaxm. 1 D GECVRITIE 3 

319,014 

i .420 

4.100 

1.320 

BUSINESS BARK 

120, IPS 

1.330 

1.120 

3.300 

Mix- 8LMA2, sAviiKiiHvesTxcnr ittft Boosn*; 

292 , O.J 

5.390 

5.420 

5 -J 40 

CAIRO AMUR BANK 

2,120 

29.200 

19.200 

20.000 

BABK OP JORDAN 

20.H0 

11.450 

11.I00 

19.000 

ARAB BARK 

U 4.149 

119 . SOD 

119.500 

119-500 

AL-RUH AL- ABACI lNSUP/SCE * 

401 

4.770 

4.770 

4,774 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

0,195 

1. 2(0 

7 . 2 D 0 

3.190 

JERUSALEM ITCURAHCE 

4,120 

1.400 

3.450 

3.500 

JORDAN pncNCn INSURANCE 

149,919 

9.(00 

J.S 10 

3.170 

TARmur THSURANCr 1 RKIPSDK/JJCZ 

it . 199 

7 . 9(0 

2.150 

2.900 

ARABIA* SEAS JRS'JRALCE 

144. »40 

2.400 

2 ■ 440 

2.150 

UNIVERSAL lHSDRANCE 

24.140 

2.220 

2.270 

2.250 

JORDAN uUlT IRSDRARCZ 

12, 500 

l.WS 

3.000 

2.050 

ARAB Lin t ACCIDENT IBSDBAXCC 

122,202 

3.010 

2.860 

2.970 

ARAB ONION IREERRATZOKAZ. IBSOBABCE 

19,404 

7.400 

2.520 

7.750 

JOBSAB HOTEL 4 TOURISM 

1,444 

4.520 

4.740 

4.900 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

■a .157 

:. 4 (o 

1.460 

1.(00 

ARAB IRTDUUTIORAL MOTELS 

554,491 

6 . 0 C 0 

4.100 

6.200 

LIYISTOK & POOLTST 

413,191 

1.220 

1.230 

1-200 

VEHICLES 0 MIDB rZDEBATICK 

370 

5 . 40(1 

5.400 

5.400 

Jordan rat:o» «al SKIPPING LINTS 

35,441 

2.400 

2.320 

2.340 

UNITED RIDDLE EAST 4 COrnOUOBC HOTELS 

3 . 039,313 

J.flD 

2.720 

2.(10 

JORIAJI HELICAL CORPORATIOD 
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currency reform that would 
amount to a steep devaluation of 
the riyal. 

Speaking on Iranian television. 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani said unification of the- 
riyal’s three official exchange 
rates would not be incorporated 
in the budget for the next Iranian 
year starting March 21. 

The head of the Majlis ( Parlia- 
ment) Planning and Budget Com- 
mission. Qorbanali Dorri Najafa- 
badi, was quoted Monday as 
saying unification was now seen 
to be attainable in three years. 

Eliminating the riyal’s three- 
rate system is a main goal of Mr. 
Rafsanjani’s economic reforms 
but strong opposition was voiced 
in the Majlis and press after some 
officials said in October that the 
transition could be built into next 
year's budget. 

“The result of numerous meet- 
ings of the cabinet, the Supreme 
Economic Council and Majiis was 
the decision to separate the path 
of exchange rate unification from 
reforms aimed at balancing the 
economy,” Mr. Rafsanjani said. 

“We do not want to give the 
economy a sudden shock. Our 
reform policy has been gradual 
from the beginning,” he said. 

Mr. Dorri Najafabadi. quoted 
by Resalat newspaper, told a, 
meeting in a Tehran Mosque that 
unifying the exchange rate was a 
necessary long-term goal to sta- 
bilise the economy, improve the 
trade balance and create a sound 
pricing mechanism. 

“But unification suljjects the 
country to a huge shock which, if 
not coupled with correct planning 
and management, would have a 
host of political and soda] reper- 
cussions through increasing the 
pressure on people with low or 
fixed incomes.” he said. 

He said the main effort now 
was to rationalise the annual gov- 
ernment budget. “If this is done 
properly, the twin polides of 
unifying the exchange rate and 
balancing the economy can be 
achieved in three years’ time,” he 
added. 

Mr. Dorri Najafabadi said the 
coming year's budget would set 
650 billion riyals for subsidies to 
help low-ir.come people and 
“basic food, medidne and de- 
fence expenditures” would be 
based on the official rate of 67 .60 
riyals per dollar. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said the gov- 
ernment aimed only to eliminate 
“unnecessary subsidies” and 
would supply all the riyals needed 
to prevent a price rise 


Kuwaiti 

central 

bank 

approves 

merger of 
two banks 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s cen- 
tral bank has approved in princi- 
ple a merger between two spedal- i 
1st banks in which the state has a 
large stake — Industrial Bank of 
Kuwait and Kuwait Real Estate 
Bank. 

If it goes ahead, it will be the 
first success in a campaign to 
reduce the number of banks in 
the emirate. 

The governor of the central 
bank. Sheikh Ali Abdul Aziz A1 
Sabah, said in a statement that 
the approval was based on a 
request from the two banks and 
on a study by their managements.. 

But sources close to Kuwait 
Real Estate Bank said the merger 
was purely the idea of the central 
bank, which last year repeatedly 
urged Kuwaiti banks to pool their 
resources. 

“I am not aware of any request 
to the central bank.. .all there is is 
the statement of the governor,” 
one source said- .. 

“Merging is merely the wish of 
the central bank and is not for 
reasons connected with the posi- 
tion of the Real Estate Bank- 
...which is better than good," 
said another source. 

A central bank offidal declined 
to go beyond the governor’s 
statement. Offidals at both the 
other banks were not available to 
comment. 

In the two-year period 1990-91 
the Real Estate Bank, which be- 
gan in 1973 essentially as a build- 
ing society, made a net profit of 
17.266 million dinars (S60 mil- 
lion) before deducting extraor- 
dinary items costing 27.863 mil- 
lion ($93 million). 

Offidals said the state’s share 
in the bank was substantial but 
they could not give a figure. 

The Industrial Bank, in which 
the state has a stake of over 43 
per cent, made a net profit of 
2.217 million dinars ($7.4 million) 
in the same period, after extraor- 
dinary deductions. 

The bank spedalises in long- 
term loans for industrial and agri- 
cultural projects. 

The joint assets of the two 
banks at the end of 1991 
amounted to 731 million dinars 
($2.44 billion). 

The central bank governor said 
last year that banks would have to 
merge for their own good. Gov- 
ernment support was conditional 
on them merging, he added. 

The central bank has supported 
the banks for years by providing 
cheap funds. Tliis year it has also 
given them long-term bonds in 
exchange for their bad loans to 
customers. . " 

Bankers say bank personnel 
are reluctant to merge because j 
they fear job losses. 
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Egypt, IMF extend 
reforms deadline 
until March 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
IMF have agreed to extend the 
deadline of .an economic reform 
programme by three months to 
give Cairo more time to meet 
public deficit and privatisation 
targets, Western economists have 
said. 

The delay will give Egypt a 
chance to comply with Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) re- 
quirements for a stand-by facility 
which had been due last week. 

Egypt must meet the targets to 
qualify for the first stage of a 
complex reform package carrying 
more than $10 billion of debt 
forgiveness from Western 
donors. 

A J Ahram newspaper reported 
Wednesday that Egyptian nego- 
tiators and IMF officials in 
Washington agreed Tuesday to 
extend a $372 million stand-by 
facility, which was due to run out 
Nov. 28. until March. 1. 

The two sides have been nego- 
tiating since it became dear two 
months ago Eygpt would not 
meet performance criteria set by 
the IMF. 

IMF offidals hade bSen unhap- 
.py at delays in reform- 
ing the public sector, a key part of 
launching a full market economy 
in Egypt. 

They said a budget deficit 
target had to be reviewed down- 
wards because it factored in res- 
tructuring costs for reforms which 
had not taken place. 

Egypt could still fail to meet 


the extended deadline which 
would risk derailing the reform 
process. 

“It's just a bolding mechanism, 
frankly they need to do some- 
thing quick... nothing’s changed.” 
one Western economist said. 

Diplomats from Western donor 
countries said the IMF, not 
Egypt, had initiated the stand-by 

extension to avoid being forced 
into an unfavourable review. 

Egyptian offidal said the delay 
arose from a technical disagree- 
ment over how to calculate re- 
form targets. 

They also said performance 
was affected by the Oct. 12 earth- 
quake in Cairo which killed hun- 
dreds of people and made 
thousands homeless. 

“Always performance criteria 
are hedged regarding proper cal- 
culations... there are all sorts of 
technical issues and it is these 
which the delegation went to 
Washington to clarify," one 
senior offidal said. 

Newspapers Wednesday re- 
ported price increases of up to 
100 per cent in some cases on 
luxury brands of bread as part of 
gradual government subsidy cuts 
on basic foodstuffs. 

Under a complex web of agree- A 
ments Egypt signed last year with 
(he IMF, the World Bank and 
Western donors, the first phase of 
reforms led by the stand-by will 
be succeeded by a second stage to 
last 18 months or longer. 


EC, U.S. sign 
farm trade deal 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and the 
United States, formally stepping 
back from the brink of a trade 
war, signed two documents Fri- 
day dealing for the first time their 
crucial agreement on oilseeds and 
farm trade. 

A U.S. diplomat said Washing- 
ton was formally removing the 
thrat of massive sanctions on EC 
food and drink exports which had 
been due to come into effect 
Saturday if no agreement was 
reached to unblock six years of 
worldwide GATT free-trade 
talks. 

“What we do wiU be to make 
sure that the (sanctions package) 
does not go into effect.” the 
diplomat said. 

The United States had been 
set to impose duties of 200 per 
cent on $300 million worth of EC 
exports — largely French wines 
— unless a row over European 
oilseeds and farm subsidies was 
settled m time. 

The European Commission, 
the EC’s executive which repre- 
sents the 12-nation bloc in inter- 
national trade negotiations, said 
it had been certain since the two 


sides struck an outline deal last 
month that the sanctions would 
not come into effect. 

“We’ve been working con- 
stantly udner the assumption that 
the threat of a trade war was 
over,” a Commission spokesman 
said. 

The U.S. diplomat said that 
following two days of talks in 
Brussels between chief U.S. tech- 
nical farm negotiator Joe O’Mara 
and his EC counterpart Guy 
Legras this week, two document 
had 1 been signed Friday morning. 

The nature of the two papers 
— which were not released — 
was unclear, but they were likely 
to be described as memoranda of 
understanding or letters. 

The two papers embody the 
political agreement reached by 
top EC and U.S. officials on Nov. 
20 in the telephone negotiations 
after two days of face-to-face 
meetings in Washington. 

France, the EC’s top faira pro- 
ducer and exporter, has accused 
the Commission of giving up too 
much in the negotiations and 
criticises the deal as going beyond 
cuts in EC farm subsidies already 
agreed by the 12 states in May. 
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forld News 

H. force grounds flights; 
luting rages near Sarajev 


JORDAN TIMES, SATIJRPAV, DECEMBER g .. 


SARAJEVO (R> — U.N. 
peacekeepers suspended all inter- 
national relief and logistic flights 
over Bosnia for 48 hours after a 
plane carrying their commander 
was hit by gunfire. 

The United Nations said no 
one was hurt and the plane taking 
Major General Philippe Morillon 
from Sarajevo landed safety in 
Zagreb Thursday after it was hit 
by six bullets shortlv after take- 
off. 

Heavy fighting raged in the 
Muslim suburb of Otes near 
Sarajevo Airport, and the city’s 
crisis centre reported 41 kilted 
and 118 wounded in the past 24 
hours, the highest daily toll for 
weeks. 

U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNCHR) spokesman 
in Geneva Ron Redmond con- 
frimed that the suspension of aid 
flights would be extended until 
"assurances were given this gun- 
fire will stop.” 

“•Obviously these planes flying 
in are at an altitude that would 
indicate, that they're not just 
being caught in crossfire — some- 
one is aiming their weapons 
straight up in the air and shooting 
at them." 

U.S. relief flights of Sarajevo 
were grounded Tuesday after a 
U.S. cargo plane was hit by small 
arms. 

Meanwhile, in Belgrade, Ser- 
bia’s Electoral Commission re- 
jected a bid by moderate Yugos- 
lav Prime Minister Milan Panic to 
challenge hardline Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic in Dec. 
20 elections. 

It said the Yugoslav-bom 
American had failed to meet re- 
sidency requirements and gave 
him 48 hours to appeal. 

Opposition parties threatened 
to boycott the elections if the 


key votes 


! MOSCOW (AP) — President 
1 Boris Yeltsin lost two key votes in 
1 parliament Friday and then bat- 
1 tied hardline legislators over 
amendments to Russia’s constitu- 
tion. that he said would weaken 
the executive branch. 

The Congress of People's De- 
puties gave overwhelming pre- 
liminary approval to a resolution 
critical of Mr. Yeltsin's free mar- 
ket reforms, saying the work of 
the government headed by acting 
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar was 
"unsatisfactory” and against the 
national interests. 

On another lopsided vote, de- 
, puties also rebuffed Mr. Yeltsin 
by refusing to allow him to put 
Mr. Gaidar’s name in nomination 
as prime minister. Instead, they 
changed the agenda and switched 
the debate to the constitutional 
amendments. 

The amendments would give 
the Supreme Soviet — the smal- 
ler standing legislature elected by 
the congress — the power to 
approve the prime minister, de- 
puty prime ministers and other 
key cabinet members. The presi- 
dent would have the power to 
nominate cabinet ministers. 

On Tuesday, the first day of 
the congress, Mr. Yeltsin prop- 
osed keeping his power to 
appoint cabinet members below 
the rank of prime minister with- 
out legislative approval. He had 
said this was necessary for the 
duration of a “stabilisation” 
period of 12 to 18 months while 
political and economic reforms 
are implemented. 

Mr. Yeltsin took the mic- 
rophone Friday in the Grand 
Kremlin Palace to criticise the 
amendments being considered by 
die congress, saying they would 
harm Russia by “destabtising the 
situation, instead of putting it 
right." 

“The adoption of these amend- 
ments will signify a turnabout of 
180 degrees if the amend- 

ments are adopted, the country 
will get a weak government — 
whoever will be in it and whoever 
will bead it,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“Let us not deceive ourselves: 
If the amendments are adopted, 
then the Supreme Soviet, accord- 
ing to the constitution, will be- 
come the only representative of 
power of Russia, with all the due 
consequences.” he said. 

“You’ll tie up the government, 
hand and foot,” Mr. Yeltsin told 
die deputies. 

- Among the amendments is a 
, measure that makes the cabinet 
accountable to the congress and 
the Supreme Soviet, as well as the 
president, further diluting execu- 
tive power. 

Another gives the Supreme 
Soviet authority to overrule the 
president on the creation, reorga- 
nisation or scrapping of govern- 
ment ministries and departments. 

“The adoption of these amend- 
ments will amount to a constitu- 
tional coup," Economics Minister 
Andrei Nechayev told reporters. 

To amend the constitution, the 
hardliners need two thirds, 694, 
of the 1,041-member congress. 
Voting by secret ballot will be 
held Saturday. 


decision was not revoked and 
accused the authorities of trying 
to rig the elections by tampering 
with voter lists. 

Mr. Panic, who described the 
decision as insane and unconstitu- 
tional, said, “it is dear today that 
those who rule Serbia are afraid 
of free and honest elections. 

“How is it possible that a prime 
minister of Yugoslavia does not 
fulfil requirements to run for 
Serbian president?" 

His aides argued that he met 
the requirements because he had 
rented an apartment in Belgrade 
in his name for over a year. 

Mr. Panic's challenge to Mr. 
Milosevic has been hailed at 
home and abroad as a chance to 
end conflict in the region, and its 
rejection met fierce criticism. 

“This we see as part of a 
pattern of actions which could 
preclude the possibility that free 
and fair elections could be held,” 
U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher said. 

Heavy fighting in Bosnia and 
military gains by the Serbs, de- 
spite warnings and condemnation ' 
by the international community, 
have stepped up calls for use of 
force to end the conflict. 

Outraged Muslim states have 
given the United Nations a 44- 
day deadline to find an effective 
solution, including the use of 
force or lifting of the arms embar- 
go on former Yugoslavia to en- 
able Bosnia’s Muslims to arm 
themselves. 

But Gen. Morillon ruled this 
out. “Many people in Sarajevo 
still expea military intervention 
but it is impossible." he said. 

My personal opinion is that the 
U.N. will not change its position 
on lifting the arms embargo," he 
told Reuters. 

U.N. peacekeepers monitoring 


the fierce fighting in Otes said- 
they had unofficially counted 528 
incoming artillery shells between 
8 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

By early afternoon the city’s 
three main hospitals treated 47 
wounded and received seven 
dead, mostly from Otes. 

Soldiers from the Otes front- 
line reported a four-pronged Serb 
breakthrough Thursday morning 
after they took three strategically 
placed houses Wednesday which 
enabled them to fire directly onto 
Bosnian positions. 

Bosnian radio and TV reported 
that Muslim military police 
arrested Colonel Jovan Divjak, a 
Serb member of the Bosnian 
mainly Muslim and Croat Sup- 
reme Army Command, in the 
central Bosnian town of Konjic 
on charges of smuggling ammuni- 
tion and releasing Serbs from 
prison for money. 

The United States bas con- 
cluded Serbia is repeatedly violat- 
ing a U.N. ban on flights over 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and is con- 
sulting allies on a possible move 
to authorise force to stop the 
flights, the New York Times re- 
ported Friday. 

The newspaper, quoting senior 
U.S. officials, said Washington 
may be ready to introduce a 
resolution at the United Nations 
as soon as next week seeking to 
enforce the ban which was im- 
posed by the United Nations in 
October. 

In spite of the U.N. ban and 
warnings, Serb transport helicop- 
ters. gunships and warplanes 
have continued flying over Bos- 
nia. which like Serbia was 
formerly part of Yugoslavia, offi- 
cials told the paper. 

But U.S. and European offi- 
cials have been reluctant to rake 
action because they do not want 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Reagan warns West over Bosnia 

OXFORD, England (R) — Former U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan called Friday for NATO intervention in Bosnia, saying 
“evil still stalks the planet.” In a speech to the Oxford University 
Debating Club, Mr. Reagan said the Serbs should be given an 
ultimatum to stop shelling civilians or face bombing of their own 
military targets. As U.S. forces prepared to enforce the distribu- 
tion of relief aid in Somalia. Mr. Reagan said it was “morally 
imperative” for the United Nations to intervene. The man who 
once branded the Soviet Union an “evil empire” told his student 
audience the end of the cold war meant a single threat had been 
replaced by a host of smaller but no less deadly flashpoints. 

IRA switches tactics, bombs Manchester 

LONDON (R) — The IRA, switching its campaign from London, 
bombed Manchester injuring 65 people and Britain’s chief police 
officer warned that provincial towns were now at risk in the runup 
to Christmas. Two bombs exploded in the busy streets of the 
northern English city Thursday. Six people were injured when 
one device went off without prior warning outside a government 
building in the main shopping district and many more were hurt in 
anqther blast near the cathedral. The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) bas not claimed responsibility but a man telephoned a 
Samaritans counselling helpline minutes after the first blast saying 
he was from the IRA and four bombs were due to go off in 
Manchester. “It is an IRA tactic to concentrate on one area and 
then move swiftly to another,” said Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioner Sir Peter Imbert. “Provincial towns are at risk.” 

Bank manager seized in bomb-hit Corsica 

AJACCIO, Corsica (R) — A commando kidnapped a bank 
manager on the French Mediterranean island of Corsica Friday 
following a night of bombings, police said. Suspected Corsican 
nationalists planted 24 small bombs on the island and two more in 
mainland France. The explosions caused some damage but no 
casualties. Padoue Coulle-Ortoti, director of the state-owned 
Banque Nationale de Paris (BNP) in Bastia, was abducted from 
his home and taken to an unknown destination, a police 
spokesman said. No-one has claimed responsibility for the 
kidnapping of the banker who had been held prisoner with his 
family throughout the night, the spokesman said. The 26 devices 
which went off Thursday night included one in Paris and another 
in the French Riviera resort of Nice. They exploded at around the 
same time, damaging buildings. No-one claimed responsibility for 
the attacks which the police said bore the hallmarks of the 
outlawed Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC). 

Hurd attacks China over Hong Kong 

LONDON (R) — Britain said it folly supported Hong Kong 
Governor Orris Patten's democracy proposals and told China it 
had no right to dictate policies in the colony in areas outside 
Peking's responsibility. But Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
softened his message with another plea to China to cooperate with 
Britain over Mr. Patten's plans for greater democracy in the 
British colony before it is handed back to Chinese rule in 1997. “It 
is a good thing if China and Britain, during the period up to 1997, ' 
can work together and we would like to do so on this occasion 
too,” Mr. Hurd told British Broadcasting Corporation radio, 
“But that is not the same as saying the Chinese have the right to 
tell us ... what we can or cannot do in areas that are our 
responsibility,” he said. Mr. Hurd's warning to China followed 
the latest in a series of threats from Peking over Mr. Patten’s. 
democracy plans which provoked the biggest one-day dive on the 
Hong Kong stock market since Peking crushed its own pro- 
democracy movement in 1989. 

Shuttle crew releases spy satellite 

SPACE CENTRE, Houston (AP) — Discovery's crew of five 
astronauts released a secret military satellite and began testing a 
new camera system during the public portion of their seven-day 
mission. The camera, known as Hercules, is designed to pinpoint 
the latitude and longitude of earth targets within about 2.3 miles 
(3.7 kilometres). Before taking a picture of a target with the 
camera, astronauts aim it at two established stars so the system 
can determine the image’s bearing in space. More than 140 targets 
worldwide, including cities, islands, mountains and volcanoes, 
have been selected to help test the system during its first shuttle 
flight. Astronaut James Voss said the crew snapped shots of a 
runway on Eleuthera Island in the Bahamas Thursday morning, 
after finding that a couple of other targets were covered with 
clouds. 


to put allied peacekeepers 
already in Bosnia at risk in the 
war in the Balkans after the break 
up of Yugoslavia last year. 

The report said Acting U.S. 
Secretary of State Lawrence Eag- 
ieburger is expected to raise the 
.issue with foreign ministers at a 
conference on Bosnia in Geneva 
this month. 

Ir also said the British govern- 
ment gave its strongest indication 
yet Thursday that it may lend its 
weight to some type of enforce- 
ment of the ban. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major balked Thursday at a plea 
from Islamic nations to use milit- 
ary force to protea Muslims in 
Bosnia-Herzegovia if necessary. 

“It’s all too easy to be heroic 
with the lives of other people.” 
Mr. Major said in the House of 
commons. 

“Those who talk about putting 
ground forces in should realise 
that were we to do so... we would 
be committing those troops to a 
very long and very bloody fight 
with the absolute certainty of 
serious casualties. 

“If we have not put in troops it 
is out of judgment of what is best, 
what is feasible and what is re- 
sponsible.” 

Britain currenty has 2.400 
troops in Bosnia, its contribution 
to the U.N. peacekeeping force. 
Another 250 British soldiers are 
in neighbouring Croatia. 

“It is the view of the British 
government that it is very unwise 
to get sucked into a civil war by 
deploying large number of 
ground soldiers.” Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind told 
BBC Radio 4. 

“There would be huge casual- 
ties for British and other forces. I 
do not believe that would be a 
sensible solution.” 


19 whites 
injured in 
S. Africa 

bombing 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Nineteen whites were injured by 
a bomb explosion in a crowded 
restaurant. Police said Friday 
they believe the attack was politi- 
cally motivated, the second in a 
week. 

The recent attacks against 
whites — a rare occurrence — 
come as President F.W. De 
Klerk's white government and 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) attempt to revive multi- 
party negotiations on ending 
apartheid. 

The bombing Thursday, just 
before midnight, was in Queen- 
stown, about 100 kilometres from 
King William’s Town, where four 
elderly whites were killed Satur- 
day in a gun and hand grenade 
attack by blacks at a country club 
Christimas Party. 

The Azanian People's Libera- 
tion Army, armed wing of a 
radical black nationalist group, 
the Pan- Africanist Congress, 
claimed responsibility for the 
country dub attack and said it 
would step up a campaign against 
white targets. 









Residents watch thick black smoke over the north- 
western Spanish port town of La Corona. The 
Greek o3 tanker - Aegean Sea broke In two and 


near the harbour 


in rough seas. (AFP photo). 


Fire out on greek tanker off Spain 


LA CORUNA, Spain (R) — Fire ■ 
aboard a Greek oil tanker 
aground off La Coruna was 
almost out Friday and smoke 
over the dty had cleared, a mer- 
chant marine official said. 

He said one small fire was still 
burning on the upper part of the 
tanker Aegean Sea but did not 
constitute a fire danger to the 
city. 

Local officials said emergency 
services were now concentrating 
on fighting the oil slick spreading 
from the stricken ship, which ran 
aground in heavy seas Thursday 
morning. 

Emergency measures in La 
Coruna bad been lifted and peo- 
ple evacuated from the harbour 
area were returning to their 
homes. 


Pilar Lledo, the civil governor 
of the Galicia region, said police 
were holding the ship’s Greek 
Captain Konstadinos Stavrids for 
questioning. 

Deputy Prime Minister Narris 
Serra tailed the accident “a catas- 
trophe.” He praised the efficien- 
cy of emergency services which 
rescued all 28 Filipino ere w, in- 
cluding one woman. There were 
no serious injuries. 

French maritime officials and 
the U.S. embassy offered their 
services and King Juan Carlos 
telephoned his support to region- 
al President Manuel Fraga and 
Mayor Francisco Vazquez. 

Schoolchildren in La Coruna 
were told to stay at home Friday 
to ease congestion in the town 
and aid salvage operations after 


300 people were evacuated from 
homes near the harbour. 

Officials did not yet know why 
the Aegean Sea hit the rocks but 
suggested zero visibility and the 
effect of foe electric storm on the 
ship's instruments could be fac- 
tors. 

Emergency services set up bar- 
ricades across La Coruna Har- 
bour and dosed nearby coastal 
inlets to repel the slick which had 
stretched 30 kilometres wide and 
2 kilometres long before night- 
fall. 

But environmentalists said they 
had already spotted oil-drenched 
gulls and cormorants. 

It was the third oil disaster in 
16 years to hit the Galician coast, 
an area popular with tourists and 
rich in marine, animal, bird and 
plant life. 


Khmer Rouge frees 6 U.N. troops 


KOMPONG THOM. Cambodia 
(R) — Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
Friday released six U.N. 
peacekeepers held hostage since 
Tuesday in central Cambodia, 
ending the most serious challenge 
to the U.N. force since it arrived 
in March. 

The six — three Britons, two 
Filipinos and a New Zealander — 
were freed at 10:40 a.m. and 
arrived in the provincial capital of 
Kompong Thom after a two-hour 
boat trip from the remote village 
where they had been held. 

Asked how he felt, British 
Naval Lieutenant Peter Vemey 
replied: “Much better now.” 

The incident was the most se- 
rious challenge to the U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC) since its 22.000-strong 
force began deploying in March 
to monitor an accord to end 12 
years of civil war. 

The six were seized the day 


after the U.N. Security Council 
declared trade sanctions against 
the Khmer Rouge for its refusal 
to disarm under the terms of the 
1991 part. 

Sipping a cold beer in Kom- 
pong Thom, New Zealand Navy- 
Petty .Officer John Oxenbam, 
said: ”1 have been waiting for this 
for four days.” 

•“It's been an very interesting 
experience. The only thing I’ve 
missed apart from my wife is an 
ice cold beer.” 

British Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mark Walton said they had been 
unable to sleep properly at night 
because of mosquitoes and fleas 
as their captors had not given 
them nets to sleep under. 

The men said they could not 
make any other comment until 
they had been debriefed by milit- 
ary officers. However, Col. Wal- 
ton praised the effort of Austra- 
lian peacekeepers in securing 


their release. 

“If special thanks is due to 
anyone it would be to tbem,” he 
said. 

Australia is responsible for 
military communications in Cam- 
bodia and the six were able to' 
maintain almost constant radio 
contact with their headquarters 
during their captivity. 

The six, including British army 
Captain Jamie William and Filipi- 
no Navy Chief Petty Officers Jose 
Almirante and Blandino. Mones, 
appeared pale and tired but 
otherwise healthy. They were still 
smartly dressed in camouflage 
fatigues. 

They were taken to a field 
hospital run by Indonesian 
peacekeepers for medical checks 
before being flown to Phnom 
Penh, the Cambodian capital and 
UNTACs headquarters. 


Windsor Castle fire caused by spotlight 


LONDON (R) — A fire that 
caused extensive damage at 
Queen Elizabeth’s Windsor Cas- 
tle last month was started by a 
spotlight placed too dose to a 
curtain, an offidal report issued 
Friday said. 

The report by the local Berk- 
shire Fire Service said no indi- 


vidual was to blame for the fire, 
which caused an estimated £60 
million ($95 million) worth of 
damage. 

The fire started on the first 
floor of the castle’s private 
chapel, where the queen and her 
family often prayed, and spread 
through six rooms, destroying 


valuable paintings and artefacts. 

Thg report, issued by Bucking- 
ham Palace, was compiled by a 
five-man team of police, forensic 
experts and fire officers, who 
spent eight days investigating the 
fire and carried out more than 
100 interviews. 


Paris, Bonn avoid controversy before EC summit 


BONN (R) — Germany and 
France have avoided potentially 
damaging controversies during 
top level talks before next week’s 
European Community (EC) sum- 
mit. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
President Francois Mitterrand 
agreed in talks Thursday to keep 
ihe issue of world trade reform, 
on which France has taken an 
isolated stand, off the agenda for 
the Dec. 11-12 Edinburgh meet- 
ing. 

Instead, the two leaders de- 
clared that the expansion of the 
12-nation European Community 
should be a key topic in Edin- 
burgh. 

Mr. Kohl and Mr. Mitterrand, 
meeting in Bonn for their regular 
consultations before the ECs six- 
monthly summits, want the talks 
on admitting new EC members 
finished by the end of 1993, Ger- 
man government spoekstnan Die- 
ter Vogel said. 

Mr. Vogel, referring in a state- 
ment to membership applications 
from Austria, Finland. Sweden 
and Switzerland, said the expan- 
sion talks should start in early 
1993. 

“Both governments think these 
expansion negotiations should be 
finished by the end of 1993,” said 
Mr. Vogel. 

Germany has been keen to 
expand the community as quickly 
as possible whereas Britain, 
which holds the rotating EC pres- 
idency, has been criticised for not 
doing enough to prepare for for- 
mal negotiations on the issue. 

Britain has said further prog- 
ress was limited until the Maas- 
tricht Treaty on European union 


had been ratified by all member 
states and future Community fi- 
nances were settled. 

But Mr. Mitterrand’s spokes- 
man Jean Musitelli, who declined 
to give details of the enlargement 
deal, said there was now more 
flexibility about starting talks 
even before all 12 EC members 
ratify the Maastricht Treaty. 

Mr. Musitelli said the two lead- 
ers also believed British propos- 
als for solving the problem caused 
by Denmark's rejection of the 
treaty might satisfy the demands 
presented by the Danish govern- 
ment. 

But diplomats in Copenhagen 
said the proposals may not win 
over voters in a second referen- 
dum next year. Danish voters 
rejected the treaty in a referen- 
dum in June. 

Mr. Kohl and Mr. Mitterrand 
also came closer to an agreement 
on Bonn's demand for 18 extra 
seats in the European Parliament 
for its new deputies from- 
formerly communist east Ger- 
many. 

Mr. Kohl said Wednesday he 
expected the Edinburgh summit 
to decide this issue, which has 
concerned France because it 
would upset the traditional parity 
among the ECs four largest 
states — Britain, France, Ger- 
many and Italy. 

Oft the agenda came Che con- 
troversial GATT world trade re- 
form, in which France took an 
isolated hardline stance against 
an oilseeds deal worked out be- 
tween Washington and Brussels. 

“It's not the central issue,” Mr. 
Musitelli told journalists. “One 
should not cbnftise an EC summit 


with GATT negotiations.” 

Mr. Musitelli said that the most 
complex issue faring the EC sum- 
mit would be the future financing 
of the EC, but gave no details. 

Meanwhile, EC president Bri- 
tain wants dozens of key Euro- 
pean Community laws and prop- 
osals scrapped, including plans 
for a maximum 48-hour work 
week and common alcohol limits 
for drivers, according to a draft 
paper obtained by Reuters. 

The hit-list includes more than 
30 pieces of EC legislation or 
proposals which it wants abo- 
lished or amended, mainly in the 
labour and social domains, but 
ranging from company takeovers 
to the standard of zoos or road 
speed limits. 

EC sources said Friday the 
highly controversial paper had 
been compiled by British officials 
in preparation for the key Edin- 
buigh summit next Friday and 
Saturday where EC leaders plan 
to define the balance of power 
between Brussels and EC canit- 
als. 

First indications of the paper's 
existence came Thursday when 
Ken Collins, a Socialist member 
of the European Parliament, 
charged that Britain wanted to 
use the Edinburgh debate on 
subsidiarity — EC jargon for the 
principle of making decisions at 
the lowest possible level — ;o 
scupper environment rules. 

Grilled by Mr. Collins at the 
parliament’s environment com- 
mittee Thursday about an idea 
which could cause consternation 
in tile Community, British En- 
vironment Secretary Michael Ho- 
ward said: ‘Tin sure you 


wouldn't expert me to respond.” 

He said he could not speak on a 
document which Mr. Collins had 
derided not to identify when he 
confronted Mr. Howard with it. 

EC sources Friday said the 
paper was about a week old but 
said they believed it had not yet 
been presented to the other EC 
member states. 

The document, which rites a 
range of British government de- 
partments opposing each of the 
EC laws or proposals and reasons 
why they should go, risks inflam- 
ing relations before the key Edin- 
burgh summit next weekend. 

Scared by Danish rejection of 
the Maastricht Treaty and set on 
restoring public confidence in the 
Community, the Brussels EC 
Commission and member states 
are searching for a deal, to be 
sealed in Edinburgh, on sub- 
sidiarity. 

The commission, which prop- 
oses EC legislation, is also due to 
Kst of its own for 
Edinburgh but it is likely to be far 
less ambitious than the British 
one. 

According to the British paper, 
the British Department of Em- 
ployment wants to do away with a 
proposal to set up works councils 
across the EC to improve con- 
sultation with workers in com- 
panies. 

They also want to kill off future 
laws on part-time work, protec- 
tion of young children in employ- 

. another proposal that 
would limit working weeks to a 
maximum of 48 horns, which 
Bntam has resisted with great 
determination to date, the paper 
says. r 



A policeman V 

lottery 

isnotahappyor 

PEKING (R) — =• PoKcet / 
China’s Humanjvovtoce /O'* 
vote to choose thepfowrr^ 
20 cops of- the year, lb 
Daily said. To ensure .the 
dates won, Hamas' 
finest ripped' qm _baub ^ 
thousands of copies of the t j 

edition of the Hmsan” J 
“The scandal hasroefced. 

Be in Qiyang, .Chenxi, ? 
and Jiangyong counties £ 

province,” the newspa; ^ 

The scam came toBgl 
some officers admitted hi ~ 
out the bafiots to mas " f 
men would win. It was r : | 

tioned what prizes w ere*- J. 

Haircut victim^ 
firetooionr^ 

LOS ANGELES ^ 

year-old man was sen h 
spend a year in aprisoffj 
ric unit after be pleaded 
test to setting fire ip ha 
where be thought fat had 
bad haircuts, Jacob' 
pleaded no contest 1 
counts of arson and oner" 
vandalism in a pre-s 
agreement. The judge rit 
Mr. Mandel on five yeu ' 
tion. Mr'Mandel was it ■■■ 
by an obsession aboutfaa 
received ax three safari 
suburban Van Nays se 
Las Angeles, prosecuh 
Mr. Mandel was arrester 
after one of the salons w 
-fire three times in- oine;f£ 

Human organic, 
on Australian bt 

SYDNEY (R) — Ai. 
found by a woman walk 
a beach in southeastern: 
has been identified by 
tests as a human penP 
said. The dark object* : 
in Ortober washed up df \ 
gui Beach, 350 kflomet 
of Sydney, and handed: 
for testing. The resnltSj 
been released. The pea 
number of body pag) - 
Australia in the past fes . 
Police in Sydney hare* 
lected a right and a Kg - - 
arm and a male tpiso, afi- 
same body. The -pens 
another body. Last wee 
of feet still in nmmng sfa 
found on a beach in Si 
straBa. 

Police arrest 21 
kidnapping girl 

TOKYO (R) — Japan**., 
freed an abducted 19 . 
college girl and arrest 
debt-ridden realtors who 
mantled a 200 miUion y*r 
million) ransom, a spt- - 
said. Sachiyo Fujita enter 
ary but unhurt after her . 
ordeal, he said. A basic . 
judgement by the kid - • 
seems to have given aw ; 
hideout at Tenri "in : / • j 
Japan. The spokesman i J 

pair's eighth ransom call > 
on too Tong, enabling ^ i 

trace the telephone. Fay 
been abducted at a rah • 
tion near her home -bur 
enforced a media blacfco 
her release. Television;- “ 
the weary girl being taW ' 
by policemen, after fc • 
checks she was allowed 
back to her family. Police^ 
arrested pair, real estate ! , 

Y asuhiro Habu. 27, and 
ko Sakashita, 20, knew* 
father and needed mooe) 
pay their debts. 

Man retrieves car 
wife threw out 
with the trash 

HEEMSTEDE, Netj* 

(AP) — After two days < 
through a mountain ofgk£ - 
man whose wife threw 
guilders (530,000) out * : 
trash has gotten most o£it-- 
Dutch newspaper reporte.;..’ 
turning late from work M * . 
tiie man — indentified bq 
camper salesman — hH \.a . - 
bolding the day's receipt 
kitchen garbage contain* 
cause “it’s not a place 
'burglars think 
according to an article'; 
Telegram newspaper. Ur,, 
the trash hid so much : 
wife set it outside tbe v fft» " v 
next day for the garbages 
tors. Alerted by a frantic 
I morning phone call, the®* - 
al garbage service identifiT-, 
j right trade and brought* - 
tiie depot. There,' the deq-../. 
businessman, his wife an®. '.! 
employees spent the 
bouts combing through * ? , 
comparted rubbish frout o^v,.; 
houses until he'd. wr 
together most of tfae tnissiftS,, * 
An official at He«nstt5* v 
bage Disposal Department 
finned the episode 
but said the 
businessman had “asked w. '>- 
insistently” not to. • 

further. *T think be’sa :■ 

rassed,” the official sank. . 
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